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FOREWORD

| am delighted to bring you this catalogue of early
works by Miquel Barceld, which coincides with
our presentation at Frieze Masters 2015. Miquel is
widely regarded as one of the most important
living artists, having gained critical acclaim at the
age of 25 after representing Spain at Documenta
VIl in Kassel, Germany, in 1982. This exhibition
focuses on the period from 1982 until 2000,
arguably the most significant stage of his career.

| am very proud to present this focused group of
seminal works, following on from Miquel’s two
solo exhibitions with our gallery in Hong Kong
and ahead of his major upcoming exhibition at the
Musée Picasso, Paris, in 2016. The last substantial
exhibition of his work in London was at the
Whitechapel Gallery, London, in 1994.

For Miquel painting has always been more than a
creative exercise or occupation; it is an instinct, a
visceral way of being and of relating himself to the
world, of experiencing things around him and of
knowing himself. This can be clearly observed in
many of his works from the early 1980s (E/ Pintor
damunt el Quadre, 1982, Autorretrato, 1983, and

Autoportrait, 1985) in which the painter occupies
a central position in the pictorial plane in a silent
examination of the role of the artist.

Porto Corvo (1984) exemplifies a number of the
perennial themes in Miquel’s work: landscape,
the ellipse (which will later feature prominently in
his infamous bullfighting series) and the western
Mediterranean traditions with which he maintains
an intense, passionate and conflicting relationship.
Produced during a four month period in which
Miquel lived in Vila Nova de Milfontes, Portugal,
he painted seascapes and boats in the open air,
mixing paint with seaweed, sand and other
materials found on the beach, like Van Gogh,
Monet and Cezanne before him.

Throughout the 1980s, Miquel moved away from
figurative representation towards an increasingly
reduced narrative. In 1987, while working in New
York, he produced white paintings in which the
image disappears and space becomes increasingly
unreal. Featuring holes, cracks, and negative forms,
a degree of transparency is achieved through the
use of glazes, allowing superimpositions to appear.

Cracks, Forats, Rides (1987) is a prime example

of this development in Miquel's work, which he
refers to as ‘archaeological soups’ as ‘they are a
compendium of the positions of classical statuary
and Greek pottery, with the oldest forms being the
smallest or those that are furthest away, all covered
in thick layers of more or less transparent varnish,
representing the passing of time."”

At the end of 1987, internationally renowned and
critically acclaimed, with his work sought after by
the most important galleries in Paris, New York
and Zurich, Barceld left for Africa, fleeing from

the temptation of repetition and ease. This first
voyage across the Sahara in 1988 was a critical
turning point in his practice, which led not only to
a significant change in his work but also in his way
of seeing and translating into images the reality
around him, new subject matters and even new
techniques. Inspired by the scorched landscape,
his work became increasingly tactile and textural.
This continued fascination with the physical process
is evident in Espafia Econémica (1990), conceived
as a meditation on the nature of Spain in which the
country’s undulating terrain appears almost

tangible. Of this work, Miquel notes 'Spain could
be seen in perspective from a dovecot, and ev-
erything was white as if covered in pigeon drop-
pings...It was a miniature world, just like my pic-
tures at that time."

Miquel’s continued interest in material and texture
is manifest in his investigations into the surface
itself which began in 1993 with the first of his
three-dimensional canvases (Atelier Sepia avec
Modeéle, 1993, 3 Tomatigues, 1994, and
Autoportrait au Bleu de Travail (Paris), 1995). These
starched canvases are at times even moulded and
are closely related to his sculptural works which
have been central to the artist’s oeuvre since the
early 1990s. Complementing the paintings in the
exhibition are a group of bronze and ceramic works
(Pinocchio Mort, 1998, and Chameau, 1999).

| hope you will agree that this presentation is a
testament to Miquel’s deserving inheritance of the

title of Spain’s greatest living artist.

Ben Brown

'Enrique Juncosa, ‘De Rerum Natura’, Miquel Barcelo 1984-1994, exh. cat. London, 1994, p. 14
2Miquel Barceld quoted in Miquel Barcel6: Obra Sobre Papel 1979 — 1999, exh. cat., Madrid, 1999, p. iv
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El Pintor damunt el Quadre, 1982
Mixed media on canvas

190 x130 cm

(74 3/4 x 511/8 in)
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Autorretrato, 1983

Oil, mixed media, paper and cardboard collage
on paper laid down on canvas

2371x 281.9 cm

(93 3/8 x 111in)
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Untitled, 1983-84

Mixed media and collage on paper
193.5x146.5cm

(76 1/8 x 57 5/8 in)



Porto Corvo, 1984
Mixed media on canvas
195 x 295 cm

(76 3/4 x 116 1/8 in)
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Autoportrait, 1985

Paint on kraft paper glued on canvas
200 x141cm

(78 3/4 x 55 1/2 in)




20

Autoportrait avec Poisson et Couteau, 1985
Mixed media on canvas

100 x 80 cm

(39 3/8 x 311/2 in)
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Cracks, Forats, Rides, 1987
Mixed media on canvas
276 x 380 cm

(108 5/8 x 149 5/8 in)




Olives Negres, 1988
Mixed media on canvas
200 x 298 cm

(78 3/4 x 117 3/8 in)
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Esparia Econémica, 1990
Mixed media on canvas
230 x 285 cm

(90 1/2 x 112 1/4 in)
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Rovegavoreres No. 1, 1992
Mixed media on canvas
214 x 216 cm

(84 1/4 x 85 1/8 in)
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Atelier Sepia avec Modéle, 1993
Mixed media on canvas

200 x 200 cm

(78 3/4 x 78 3/4 in)
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Papaye et Fruits, 1994
Mixed media on paper
50 x65cm

(19 3/4 x 25 5/8 in)
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3 Tomdtigues, 1994
Mixed media on canvas
48 x 34 cm

(18 7/8 x 13 3/8 in)
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Autoportrait au Bleu de Travail (Paris), 1995
Mixed media on canvas

195 x 110 cm

(76 3/4 x 43 1/4 in)
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3 Tranches de Melon, 1998
Mixed media on canvas
54 x73 cm

(211/4 x 28 3/4 in)
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Pinocchio Mort, 1998
Bronze

Edition of 8
12.5x23x13cm
(47/8x91/8 x51/8 in)
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t, 1999
ia on canvas

it Eléphan

Pet

d medi
235 x285cm

Mixe

(921/2 x 1121/4 in)
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Chameau, 1999
Ceramic

70 x 47 cm
(271/2x 18 1/2 in)
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Patine Sacrificielle, 1999-2000
Mixed media on canvas

74 x 63 cm

(29 1/8 x 24 3/4 in)
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Left: Miquel Barceld, Paris studio, 1997. Photograph by Jean Marie del Moral
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