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“People want art to come to them and it never will. You have to want 
to go to art.”1

— Jake Berthot, 1970
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Nymphia Red, 1969
Oil on canvas, 60 1/2 x 210 inches (153.67 x 533.4 cm)
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“In working with the graph paper books, I started to think that if I 
notched the forms the focal points in the painting would begin to shift; 
there would be more than one focal point, more than the single cor-
ner-to-corner relationships you have in a conventional rectangle. I 
wanted the literal shape to be geometrically concrete and dictate the 
scale of the void in the middle… I liked the blunt presence the shape 
had on the wall and then penetrating the surface in the middle in what 
I suppose could be called a Rothkoesque kind of way.”2

— J. B. 1988



Bone, 1973
Acrylic on canvas, 72 x 72 inches (82.88 x 182.88 cm)9



Untitled, 1977
Oil on canvas, 8 x 10 inches (20.32 x 25.4 cm) 10
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Gray Maine, 1980

Oil on canvas, 16 x 12 inches (40.64 x 30.48 cm)



For Jeffers, 1980
Oil on canvas, 22 x 30 inches (55.88 x 76.2 cm) 12
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 “I was concerned about getting to the middle of the canvas. That seemed 
to be the biggest problem in painting at the time, including my painting. 
I started thinking about it and decided to try putting some kind of form 
in the middle – to just do the same thing I’d been doing but reverse it. 
Rather than having the bars on the outside, I would create an internal 
situation; rather than having the void in the middle, I would move it 
out to the sides.”3

— J. B. 1988
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Hardline, 1983

Oil on linen, 60 x 50 inches (152.4 x 127 cm)
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Ochre Painting (West), 1983–84
Oil on linen, 30 1/4 x 20 1/4 inches (76.84 x 51.44 cm)





At Noontide, 1985–87
Oil on linen, 73 1/4 x 49 inches (186.06 x 124.46 cm) 18
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“I really love the romance of the studio – the oil, the turpentine, the 
smell of the varnish, the touch and feel of painting, the feeling of the 
brush as much as seeing what the brush puts down.”4

— J. B. 1988
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Titling Red – For Nick, 1988
Oil on canvas, 48 1/2 x 35 1/4 inches (123.19 x 89.54 cm) 22



Untitled (Carl’s Red), 1988
Oil on linen, 40 x 28 inches (101.6 x 71.12 cm)23



105 (Studio), 1990
Oil on linen, 30 3/4 x 20 3/4 inches (78.11 x 52.71 cm) 24



That Which Was, 1990
Oil on linen, 30 x 20 inches (76.2 x 50.8 cm)25



For Kerouas, 1991
Oil on linen, 36 x 24 inches (91.44 x 60.96 cm) 26



For Kerouas, 1991
Oil on linen, 36 x 24 inches (91.44 x 60.96 cm) 26
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“I’ve always wanted something given, something to observe, something 
I could watch and build on without having to find it – kind of like some-
one who paints a still life or a figure, but I was never satisfied painting 
subjects like that. I also wanted a form that would be known; if I say 
square, you know what a square is, and if I say oval, you know what an 
oval is – I felt I could build on that, make the painting something you 
experience rather than just see.”5

— J. B. 1988
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Hard-line Yellow (Echo), 1991

Oil on linen, 48 x 48 inches (121.9 x 121.9 cm)
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Lakes Measure, 1991
Oil on Linen, 30 x 28 inches (76.2 x 71.12 cm)
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Marker, 1991
Oil on linen, 36 x 33 inches (91.44 x 83.82 cm)
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Red Point (Form for Brancusi), 1991
Oil on linen, 21 1/4 x 16 inches (53.98 x 40.64 cm)
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That Which Returns, 1991

Oil on gessoed wood, 27 7/8 x 23 3/4 inches (73.34 x 60.33 cm)
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The Chariot, Ghost Dream and the Candle (After Dylan Thomas), 1991
Oil on linen, 42 x 48 inches (106.68 x 121.92 cm) 36





38
Three Triangles (Red, Yellow, Orange), 1991
Oil on linen, 50 3/4 x 38 inches (128.91 x 96.52 cm)
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Untitled (Blue), 1991
Oil on linen, 30 x 22 inches (76.2 x 55.88 cm)
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Untitled (Red), 1991
Oil on gessoed paper mounted on aluminum,
29 x 21 inches (73.66 x 53.34 cm)
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Untitled (with Pollock Lines), 1992
Oil on gessoed paper mounted on aluminum,

29 x 21 inches (73.66 x 53.34 cm)
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Fallen Onto Him, 1995
Oil on gessoed wood panel, 20 x 18 inches (50.8 x 45.72 cm)
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Sometimes It’s All I Want, 1995
Oil on linen, 22 x 18 inches (55.88 x 45.72 cm)





48

“I’ve got enough of a history to parody myself, but I’m trying to use 
those 25 years experience to keep the painting pushed right up against 
my face — to discover something instead of accepting something I al-
ready know. Making paintings is kind of like being a snake, every once 
in a while you shed a skin; but the snake remains essentially the same, 
while the painter doesn’t know what shape he is — one time he’s shaped 
like a dump truck and the next time he’s shaped like a butterfly.”6

— J. B. 1988
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Chapel Trail Near Alter Road, 2000

Oil on panel, 26 3/8 x 26 1/8 inches (66.99 x 66.36 cm)
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“A young painter has to make a connection; the connection that most 
make is to recent history – an embrace, rejection, or reaction – then 
they start to work. One day, after painting for a number of years, this 
painter walks into his studio and discovers that he is involved with his 
own history. At that point, the connection he makes with the world 
changes. Up to that point, he’s trying to connect to the world; after it, 
the world either connects with him or rejects him, and there is very little 
he can do about that.”7

— J. B. 1987
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JAKE BERTHOT

1939	 Born in Niagara Falls, NY
1960–61	 New School for Social Research, New York, NY
1960–62	 Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, NY
1974–81	 Teaches at Cooper Union, New York, NY
1982	 Resident Artist, Skowhegan School, Skowhegan, ME
1982–92	 Teaches at Yale University, New Haven, CT
1993	 Teaches at University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
1992-2012	 Teaches at School of Visual Arts, New York, NY
2001	 Visiting Artist at SUNY Ulster, Stone Ridge, NY
2014	 Died in Accord, NY

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
2016	 Jake Berthot: In Color, Betty Cuningham Gallery, New York, NY
2015	 Extrasensory: The Works of Jake Berthot, New York Studio School, 	
	 New York, NY
2013	 Jake Berthot, Paintings and Drawings, Betty Cuningham Gallery, 	
	 New York, NY
2013	 Jake Berthot: Works on Paper, The Enamel Drawings, John Davis 	
	 Gallery, Hudson, NY
2012	 Jake Berthot, Drawing and Painting, Visual Prose, Poetry-Presence, Gaze, 	
	 University of Tulsa School of Art, Tulsa, OK
	 Jake Berthot, Artist Model, Angel Putti, Poetry Visual Prose, Betty 	
	 Cuningham Gallery, New York, NY
2010–11	 Jake Berthot, Betty Cuningham Gallery, New York, NY
2010	 Jake Berthot: Recent Work, Muroff Kotler Visual Arts Gallery, 	
	 State University of New York Ulster, Stone Ridge, NY
2009	 Jake Berthot: New Paintings and Drawings, Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA
2008	 Jake Berthot, Betty Cuningham Gallery, New York, NY
2007	 The Artist / The Artist with the Model, 92nd Street Y, New York, NY
2006	 Jake Berthot: Ink Drawings: The Artist and Model, Kleinert/James Art 	
	 Gallery, Woodstock, NY
	 Jake Berthot, Betty Cuningham Gallery, New York, NY



2005	 Jake Berthot: Drawings 1985 – 2005, Marist College Art Gallery, 	
	 Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY
2004–05	 Jake Berthot, Survey Exhibition, 1968 – Present, Nielsen Gallery, 	
	 Boston, MA
2004	 Jake Berthot: New Paintings, McKee Gallery, New York, NY
2002	 Jake Berthot: The Dark Paintings, Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA
2001	 Jake Berthot: New Paintings, McKee Gallery, New York, NY
2000	 Jake Berthot, Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA
1999	 Jake Berthot Trees: Drawings and Texts, Cooper Union, New York, 	
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1998	 Jake Berthot, Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA
1997	 Jake Berthot, Galleri Gunnar Olsson, Stockholm, Sweden
	 New Paintings and Drawings, McKee Gallery, New York, NY
1996	 Jake Berthot – Works on Paper, Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA
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	 Washington, D.C.
	 Drawings, McKee Gallery, New York, NY
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	 Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH
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	 The Kristin Paintings and Works on Paper, McKee Gallery, New 	
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1992	 Jake Berthot – Etchings, Pamela Auchincloss Gallery, New York, 	
	 NY
	 Jake Berthot – Paintings, Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA
	 Jake Berthot, Tony Oliver Gallery, Sydney, New South Wales, 	
	 Australia
1991	 McKee Gallery, New York, NY
1990	 Galleri Gunnar Olsson, Stockholm, Sweden
1989	 David McKee Gallery, New York, NY
1988	 Jake Berthot: A Retrospective, Rose Art Museum, Brandeis 	
	 University, Waltham, MA 
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	 Paintings/Drawings, Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA
	 David McKee Gallery, New York, NY
	 Jake Berthot: A Retrospective, Rose Art Museum, Waltham, MA
1987	 Drawings, David McKee Gallery, New York, NY
	 Galleri Olsson, Stockholm, Sweden
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	 Storrer Gallery, Zurich, Switzerland
1983	 Paintings and Etchings 1982-83, David McKee Gallery, New York, 	
	 NY
1982	 David McKee Gallery, New York, NY
1979	 Nigel Greenwood Gallery, London, UK
	 Nina Nielsen Gallery, Boston, MA
1978	 David McKee Gallery, New York, NY
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1973	 Portland Center for the Visual Arts, Portland, OR
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SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
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2008	 Degas to Diebenkorn: The Phillips Collects, The Phillips Collection, 	
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	 Drawings, travelling exhibition: Naples Museum of Art, 	
	 Naples, FL; Arkansas Arts Center, Little Rock, AR
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	 Founders and Heirs of the New York School, Museum of 	
	 Contemporary Art, Tokyo, Japan; traveled to The Miyagi 	
	 Museum of Art, Sendai, Japan; The Museum of Modern Art, 	
	 Ibaraki, Japan 
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	 Works on Paper: Lyric with an Edge, Victoria Munroe Fine Art Ltd., 	
	 New York, NY
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	 Institute of Arts and Letters, New York, NY
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	 Paint, Ed Thorp Gallery, New York, NY
	 Painting Self-Evident: Evolutions in Abstraction, Piccolo Spoleto 	
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	 44thAnnual Academy – Institute Purchase Exhibition, American 	
	 Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, New York, NY
	 “Not for Sale,” Loans from the Private Collections of New York Art 	
	 Dealers, Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Tel-Aviv, Israel 
	 The Matter at Hand – Contemporary Drawings, Art History Gallery, 	
	 University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, WI
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1991	 Works on Paper, Nigel Greenwood Gallery, London, UK
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	 Drawings Only, Galerie Denise Cade – Art Prospect Inc., New 	
	 York, NY
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	 Drawings 1991, Cork Gallery, Lincoln Center, New York, 	
	 NY; traveled to Great Wall Gallery, Toronto, ONT, Canada; 	
	 Japan Arts Gallery, Tokyo, Japan
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	 Structure/Abstraction, Hill Gallery, Birmingham, MI
	 Courtesy David McKee Gallery, Pamela Auchincloss Gallery, 	
	 Santa Barbara, CA
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	 University Gallery, Pittsburgh, PA
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