
ARTWORK DESCRIPTION

NELLY GUAMBE
Mulheres de olhos tristes I (Women with sad eyes I)
2018
Acrylic on paper
86 x 60 cm (33.9 x 23.6 inches)
R16,000.00

Nelly Guambe’s (b.1987) paintings explore and reflect upon women’s circumstances and emotions. Finding her
inspiration in women whom she encounters in everyday life and work, as well as in herself, her art responds to a
powerful urge to document and record their unknown state of being.

 With their hallmark penetrating eyes, her portraits evoke a probing uncertainty, a certain restlessness that
frequently leaves the viewer with questions rather than answers. The tension between positive and negative
coexists in equal measure in each work - Guambe’s portraits perhaps shed light on the fundamental state of
ambivalence in which many contemporary southern African women find themselves, amidst both opportunity and
constraint.

Born and raised in Mozambique, Guambe began painting in 2010 when she joined the Mozambican Artist
Association, Nucleo de Arte, after completing a BA in International Relations and Diplomacy in South Africa in the
previous year.  She is now a full time artist. The themes of everyday womanhood and the human figure are also
reflected in the artist’s simultaneous venture into fashion design. Guambe established two up-cycling fashion
brands between 2012 and 2016, and in 2017 she co-founded the Deal Creative Space in Maputo, which promotes
design, entertainment, arts, and literature.

Guambe’s first solo exhibition, “Inquietude (Restlessness)” took place in September 2017 at the Nucleo de Arte,
Maputo. In 2018, her work has been included in two group shows at Guns & Rain in Johannesburg, as well as at
the Mozambican Consulate in Hamburg, Germany. In October 2018 her work will be presented at 1:54 London by
Ed Cross Fine Art.  Her work has been collected by Robert Devereux, amongst others.



NELLY GUAMBE
Mulheres de olhos tristes II (Women with sad eyes II)
2018
Acrylic on paper
86 x 60 cm (33.9 x 23.6 inches)
R16,000.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Thoughtful Minds I
2018
Acrylic on Hahnemuhle paper
60 x 50 cm (23.6 x 19.7 inches)
R12,200.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Thoughtful Minds II
2018
Acrylic on Hahnemuhle paper
60 x 50 cm (23.6 x 19.7 inches)
R12,200.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Thoughtful Minds III
2018
Acrylic on Hahnemuhle paper
60 x 50 cm (23.6 x 19.7 inches)
R12,200.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Thoughtful Minds IV
2018
Acrylic on Hahnemuhle paper
60 x 50 cm (23.6 x 19.7 inches)
R12,200.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Madrinha
2018
Acrylic on paper
86 x 60 cm (33.9 x 23.6 inches)
R16,000.00



NELLY GUAMBE
A nudez dela (Her nudity)
2017
Acrylic on paper
86 x 60 cm (33.9 x 23.6 inches)
R16,000.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Desperanca (Despair)
2017
Acrylic on paper
86 x 60 cm (33.9 x 23.6 inches)
R13,500.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Estou aqui (I am here)
2018
Acrylic on paper
86 x 60 cm (33.9 x 23.6 inches)
R13,500.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Indignada (Indignant)
2018
Acrylic on canvas
86 x 60 cm (33.9 x 23.6 inches)
R16,000.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Portrait of Anica
2018
Acrylic on canvas
160 x 130 cm (63.0 x 51.2 inches)
R32,000.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Indignada II
2018
Acrylic on canvas
120 x 100 cm (47.2 x 39.4 inches)
R26,000.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Untitled
2018
Acrylic on paper
86 x 60 cm (33.9 x 23.6 inches)
R13,500.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Memories of a Sad Day
2018
Acrylic on board
99 x 119 cm (39.0 x 46.9 inches)
R25,000.00



NELLY GUAMBE
Haunting Eyes
2018
Acrylic on board
118 x 97 cm (46.5 x 38.2 inches)
R25,000.00


