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A project by
Melissa Dubbin &
Aaron S. Davidson

Preface

Books are earthquake proof. Fallen Books is a project we
began while collecting before and after images. The project
functions both as a survey and as a sequence of latent signs
pointing to specific libraries and the copy of Fallen Books

in their collection. The book is both an archive and a forecast.
This collection of photographs of libraries after earthquakes
is accompanied by locations, dates and the relative intensity
of the earthquakes as measured by the Modified Mercalli
Scale. The Modified Mercalli Scale is a descriptive and graphic
alternative to the Richter Scale that quantifies the intensity
of an earthquake and its effect on the Earth’s surface, hu-
mans, man-made objects, and nature, on a scale of | through
XIl. Topographic maps of earthquake areas use the Mercalli
Scale color code to indicate how far away from the epicenter
the earthquake was felt and to what degree of intensity.

A copy of Fallen Books can be found in the libraries featured
in this publication.

Melissa Dubbin & Aaron S. Davidson



Seattle Public Library, Main Library




San Benito County Free Library




Hollister, USA Anchorage Community College Library

Some books fell in the library.

08 April 1961 7



San Fernando Valley State College Library




Los Angeles Public Library
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University of California Santa Barbara Library




Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory Library




Livermore, USA Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory Library

24 January 1980 17



Livermore, USA Mammoth Elementary School Library

24 January 1980 19




Hawaiian Volcano Observatory Library




University of California Berkeley Library




Stanford University School of Business Library
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Claremont Colleges Honnold/Mudd Library




Upland, USA Claremont Colleges Honnold/Mudd Library

28 February 1990 29



Upland, USA Claremont Colleges Honnold/Mudd Library

28 February 1990 21




Upland, USA Claremont Colleges Honnold/Mudd Library

Note the bracing attached to the tops of stacks did not
prevent shelving collapse.

28 February 1990 3%



Upland, USA Claremont Colleges Honnold/Mudd Library

28 February 1990 35




Upland, USA Claremont Colleges Honnold/Mudd Library

28 February 1990 37




Upland, USA Claremont Colleges Honnold/Mudd Library
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28 February 1990 39




Upland, USA Claremont Colleges Honnold/Mudd Library

28 February 1990 41




Upland, USA University of Redlands Armacost Library

28 February 1990 43




University of Redlands Armacost Library




Landers, USA University of Redlands Armacost Library

28 June 1992 47




Landers, USA University of Redlands Armacost Library

28 June 1992 49




Landers, USA San Bernardino Valley College Library

Location is the 4th floor, subjecting the shelving to the most
severe shaking in the building.

28 June 1992 51




San Bernardino Valley College Library




Landers, USA University of California Riverside Library

28 June 1992 55




University of California Riverside Library




Big Bear, USA University of California Riverside Library

28 June 1992 59




Big Bear, USA University of California Riverside Library

28 June 1992 61




Big Bear, USA University of California Riverside Library
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28 June 1992 63




Big Bear, USA University of California Riverside Library

28 June 1992 65




Big Bear, USA University of California Riverside Library

Broken spines and book pages separated from their covers.

28 June 1992 67




Big Bear, USA University of California Riverside Library

28 June 1992 69




Big Bear, USA University of California Riverside Library

28 June 1992 71




Big Bear, USA Santa Monica High School Library

28 June 1992 73
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Santa Monica Public Library




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 79




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 81




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 83




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 85




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 87




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 89



Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library
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Santa Monica Public Library
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17 January 1994




Santa Monica Public Library
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Northridge,

17 January 1994



Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 97




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 99




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 101



Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 103




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 105




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 107




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 109



Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 111




Northridge, USA Santa Monica Public Library

17 January 1994 113



Northridge, USA CSU Northridge, Oviatt Library

17 January 1994 115




>
H
[y}
“
Q
o
i}
P
e
©
par
>
(@)
(0]
20
il
Nl
o
<
NE)
o
o
=
)
0
O




Northridge, USA Kobe University Library

17 January 1994 119







Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 123




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 125




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 127




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 129




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 131




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 133




Kobe University Library

Hanshin-Awaji, Japan
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Kobe University Library
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Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 139




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library
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Kobe University Library

143

Hanshin-Awaji, Japan

17 January 1995



Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library
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Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 147




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 149




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Kobe University Library

17 January 1995 151




Hanshin-Awaji, Japan Seattle University School of Law, Law Library

17 January 1995 153




Law Library
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Nisqually, USA Seattle University School of Law, Law Library

28 February 2001 157




Nisqually, USA Seattle University School of Law, Law Library

28 February 2001 159




Nisqually, USA Olympia Timberland Library

28 February 2001 161




University of Washington Oceanography Library




University of Washington Oceanography Library




Nisqually, USA University of Washington Oceanography Library

28 February 2001 167




Nisqually, USA

The library had already started weeding books from its
selection prior to the quake, having removed 73,000 volumes
in the past year. Resorting fallen books has proven helpful in
the project to remove unneeded books.

28 February 2001

University of Washington Physics-Astronomy Library

169



University of Washington Physics-Astronomy Library




Nisqually, USA University of Washington Engineering Library
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28 February 2001 173




University of Washington Engineering Library




Nisqually, USA University of Washington Engineering Library

28 February 2001 177




Nisqually, USA University of Washington Engineering Library
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University of Washington Engineering Library
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Nisqually, USA The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library

28 February 2001 183%




The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library




Nisqually, USA The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library

28 February 2001 187




Nisqually, USA The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library

28 February 2001 189




Nisqually, USA The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library

28 February 2001 191




Nisqually, USA The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library

28 February 2001 193




Nisqually, USA The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library

28 February 2001 195




Nisqually, USA The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library

28 February 2001 197




Nisqually, USA The Evergreen State College D.J.Evans Library

28 February 2001 199



Nisqually, USA San Jose Public Library

28 February 2001 201




San Jose, USA San Jose Public Library
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San Jose, USA San Jose Public Library

30 October 2007 205




San Jose, USA San Jose Public Library

30 October 2007 207




San Jose, USA San Jose Public Library

30 October 2007 209




San Jose, USA San Jose Public Library

30 October 2007 211




San Jose, USA San Jose Public Library

30 October 2007 213




H.B. Williams Memorial Library
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USA

San Jose,

30 October 2007
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Gisborne, New Zealand H.B. Williams Memorial Library

20 December 2007 219



Gisborne, New Zealand

A number of buildings will need demolishing, many homes will
need repairs and tonnes of glass and crockery have been lost.
Everyone agrees on one thing ... in the words of Civil Defence
Controller, Jon Davies ‘I think we have actually come out of
this one quite luckily’ It could have been a lot worse.

20 December 2007

H.B. Williams Memorial
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Library



Gisborne, New Zealand

20 December 2007
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Anchorage Museum Library
and Archives, Alaska
[Page 7 (B69.11.22)]

California State University
Northridge, Oviatt Library,
Special Collections and
Archives

[Page xxxx]

Los Angeles Public Library,
California
[Page 7]

University of California Santa
Barbara Libraries
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Photograph by Larry Parsons

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) Natural Hazards Image
Earthquake Collection at
NOAA’s National Geophysical
Data Center
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Photograph by ).D. Griggs

Mono Herald and Mammoth
Times, Mammoth Lakes,
California
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Inland Empire Libraries
Disaster Response Network,
University of California,
Riverside
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Stanford News Service,
Stanford University, California
[Page 21]

Photograph by Chuck Painter

San Bernardino Valley College,
California
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Photograph by Marie Mestas

Santa Monica High School
1994 Yearbook
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Santa Monica Public Library
Image Archives, California
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California State University
Northridge, Oviatt Library,
Special Collections and
Archives
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pp. 115-147

Earthquake Digital Disaster
Archive of Kobe University,
Japan
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Seattle University School

of Law, Washington
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Photograph by Donna Turner



The Olympian, Olympia,
Washington
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Photograph by Mike Salsbury
Caption Ruth Longoria

University of Washington
Fisheries-Oceanography
Library, Seattle, Washington
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University of Washington
Physics-Astronomy Library,
Seattle, Washington
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Photograph by Mark
McDermott and Peter Shaffer

University of Washington
Engineering Library
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Evergreen State College
Archives and Special
Collections, Olympia,
Washington
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Photograph by Carlos A. Diaz

[Page 201-211]
Photograph by Barbara
Bergquist
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Photograph by Steve Davis

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Library, San José, California
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Photograph by Rebecca Feind
and Carole Correa-Morris

H. B. Williams Memorial
Library, Gisborne, Aotearoa,
New Zealand
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The Seattle Times, Washington
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Images are © of the organiza-
tions listed above and are
reprinted with permission

In making this publication
anumber of texts have been
used for which copyright
holders could not be contact-
ed. In these cases, we presume
such texts belong to the
public domain. If you claim
ownership of any of the texts
presented here and have

not been properly identified,
please notify us and we will
be happy to make a formal
acknowledgement in all future
editions.
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