
This is not a book. This is an invitation, a container 
for unstable images, a model for further action. Here 
is the formula: Riley and his story. Me and my outrage. 
You and us. 
 Riley was a friend in college and later served as 
a nurse at Abu Ghraib prison. This is a container 
for Riley’s digital pictures and fleeting traumatic 
memories. Images he could not fully secure or expel 
and entrusted to me.
 Art can be a series of acts and challenges. Currently 
the artwork is an object in your hand — organized, 
mobile, tactile — a stable site to see information 
once elusive. The artist can mobilize information 
by provoking, listening, imagining, organizing and 
reorganizing. Right now, I am the artist. I want you 
to see what this war did to Riley.
 Pay attention. This experience happens right 
in your lap. To make it happen, you must read 
compassionately, then actively. Then the experience 
happens wherever you take this container and 
whenever you respond to my invitation.
 You and us, yes. Then you and another. This 
invitation is a model for veterans, families and friends 
to speak and share openly with each other. The artwork 
and artist are adaptable; you, the tactical reader, 
can use this object for your own device, or you can 
attend to another archive in need of careful attention. 
This is not a book. It is an object of deployment. 

R
iley and his story. 

M
e and m

y outrage. 
You and us. 

1SRMGE�,EPPIV

=<3AB/@�>@3AA

4m:B6�� �6mAA:3@=<3AB/@�>@3AA � � �4m:B6�� �6mAA:3@

mh_onestar_cover_spine_final.indd   1 19/12/08   10:26:54



� �



� �

3ZIVEPP�-�XSSO�EVSYRH�E�XLSYWERH�TMGXYVIW��
;LIR�-�XSSO�XLIQ��-�XLSYKLX�XLI]�[IVI�
IZMHIRGI��%W�-�PSSO�EX�XLIQ�RS[��XLI]�XIPP�
E�HMJJIVIRX�WXSV]��8LI�VSPI�XLEX�TLSXSKVETLW�
TPE]�GLERKIW�IZIV]�WM\�QSRXLW�
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1ER]�IZIRXW�HYVMRK�Q]�XMQI�MR�-VEU�[IVI�
XSS�GSQTPI\��XSS�LSVVMÀG��SV�FI]SRH�Q]�
YRHIVWXERHMRK��8LIVI�[IVI�WMQTP]�XSS�QER]�
XLMRKW�-�[MXRIWWIH�XLIVI�SR�E�KMZIR�HE]�XS�
TVSGIWW��WS�-�WXSVIH�XLIQ�EW�TLSXSW�XS�ÀKYVI�
SYX�PEXIV��

4MGXYVIW�GVIEXI�E�GSRGVIXI�VIEPMX]��%X�PIEWX�-�
ORS[�XLIWI�XLMRKW�LETTIRIH��8LI]�GSRXMRYI�
XS�WIVZI�XLEX�TYVTSWI��

1]�LIEH�MW�WS�JYPP�SJ�QIQSVMIW��

7SQIXMQIW�Q]�TLSXSW ³ EX�PIEWX�XLI�VIQEMRHIV�
SJ�XLIQ�EJXIV�X[S�GVEWLIH�LEVH�HVMZIW�ERH�
SZIV������PSWX�TLSXSW ³ WIVZI�EW�E�WXVYGXYVI�XS�
VIGSPPIGX�SV�VI�GSPPIGX�Q]�QIQSVMIW��
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8LIR��XLIVI�EVI�XLI�TLSXSW�-�HSR·X�VIQIQFIV�
XEOMRK��)ZIR�XSHE]��XLIVI�MW�WS�QYGL ³ LYKI�
GLYROW ³ XLEX�-�GER·X�ÀKYVI�SYX�MJ�XLI�IZIRXW�
VIEPP]�LETTIRIH�SV�RSX��
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—— I always have this expectation 
that I can see things pretty clearly. Or, 
if I try hard enough I can understand 
things. But I’ve been trying for a long 
time now, and I can’t piece some events 
back together. ––– It’s like somebody 

 ——



——

It’s like somebody 
asked you: do you remember what 
you did for Christmas last year? Well, 
probably not at first glance. But if you 
work at it, the holiday will come back 
and you can remember things. But I’m 
looking at these pictures, and I’m still 
not getting it. ——
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4LSXSW�TVSZMHI�XLI�GLEMR�SJ�IZIRXW�XLEX�PIEH�
]SYV�QMRH�MRXS�E�WXEXI�[LIVI�MX�MW�SOE]�XS�OMPP�
WSQIFSH]��-J�]SY�HSR·X�VIQIQFIV�XLI�WIUYIRGI�
SJ�IZIRXW�XLEX�XSSO�]SY�XLIVI��]SY�GER�FIPMIZI�
]SY�[IVI�E�QSRWXIV�
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-�XSSO�XLIWI�TLSXSW�[LMPI�HVMZMRK�JVSQ�*EPPYNE�
XS�&EKLHEH�SR�E�XVMT�XS�GSPPIGX�QIHMGEP�WYTTPMIW��
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-�VIQIQFIV ³ ERH�SJXIR�VI�PMZI�MR�HVIEQW ³�
XLI�WIRWEXMSRW�-�LEH�EX�XLEX�ZIV]�QSQIRX�

%R�ETEXL]�XS[EVH�PMJI�QM\IH�[MXL�E�HIWMVI�JSV�
HIEXL��-�FIPMIZI�XLIWI�WIRWEXMSRW�ERH�HIWMVIW�
[IVI�RI[�XS�QI����FYX�HMH�RSX�JIIP�YRREXYVEP�
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-X·W�VIEPP]�WXVERKI�XS�XVEMR�LSWTMXEP�TISTPI�
³ GEVI�KMZIVW ³ XS�VYR�E�GSRZS]��%X�ÀVWX�MX·W�
HMJÀGYPX�XS�KIX�SZIV�XLI�QMRHWIX��´-·Q�LIVI�XS�
LIPT�TISTPI�ERH�RSX�LYVX�TISTPI�µ�3RGI�]SY�
KIX�TEWX�XLEX�MX·W�WYVTVMWMRKP]�IEW]�XS�QEOI�XLI�
W[MXGL�ERH�PIEVR�XLI�XEGXMGW��

-J�WSQIFSH]�KIXW�XSS�GPSWI�XS�]SYV�,YQZII�
]SY�VYR�LMQ�SV�LIV�SZIV��ERH�MJ�E�GEV�KIXW�
XSS�GPSWI��]SY�ORSGO�MX�MRXS�XLI�HMXGL��%PP�[EV�
HITIRHW�SR�XLIWI�XEGXMGW ³ TISTPI�FIPMIZMRK��
´/MPP�XLI�SXLIV�KY]�SV�LI·PP�OMPP�QI�µ�

&YX��XLMW�[EW�IEVP]�MR�SYV�HITPS]QIRX��-�XLSYKLX��
´-·Q�RSX�KSMRK�XS�WLSSX�LMQ��FIGEYWI�-�HSR·X�
ORS[�[LEX�LI·W�HSMRK��&YX�-�LEZI�XLMW�GEQIVE�������µ�

-X�[EW�E�WXYTMH�VIEGXMSR��FYX�-�HMHR·X�[ERX�XS�OMPP�
XLI�KY]�FIGEYWI�-�HMHR·X�ORS[�[LS�LI�[EW��
ERH�RS�SRI�IPWI�[EW�WLSSXMRK�EX�LMQ��7S��-�NYWX�
VIGSVHIH�MX��

-�HSR·X�ORS[��

-�VIQIQFIV�KIXXMRK�E�WQMPI�SR�Q]�JEGI��ERH�
XLMROMRK��´;IPP��-·PP�NYWX�WRET�E�TMGXYVI��6IGSVH�MX�µ

-R�XLMW�TMGXYVI��[I·VI�HVMZMRK�YRHIVRIEXL�
ER�SZIVTEWW��ERH�EFSZI�MW�E�KY]�MR�E�HYQT�
XVYGO�[MXL�E�QEGLMRI�KYR��;I�LEH�RS�MHIE�
[LS�LI�[EW��

(S�[I�WLSSX�LMQ#�-�HSR·X�ORS[��

)ZIV]FSH]�MR�Q]�ZILMGPI�XLSYKLX�EFSYX�MX��;I�
EPP�TSMRXIH�SYV�KYRW�EX�LMQ�ERH�XLSYKLX�EFSYX�
WLSSXMRK�LMQ��&YX��LI�[EWR·X�QSZMRK��,I�NYWX�
OITX�WMXXMRK�MR�XLI�HYQT�XVYGO�ERH�[I�OITX�
HVMZMRK��-�LEH�RS�MHIE�[LS�LI�[EW��;EW�LI�
[MXL�YW#�-�WXMPP�HSR·X�ORS[��

%X�XLI�XMQI��MX�[EW�IEVP]�MR�SYV�HITPS]QIRX ³ -�
[EW�WXMPP�I\GMXIH�ERH�-�[EW�RIVZSYW��%PP�-�GSYPH�
XLMRO�XS�HS�[EW�XS�WRET�E�TMGXYVI��

-J�[I�[IVI�MRJERXV]�QE]FI�[I�[SYPH�LEZI�KSRI�
YT�XLI�IQFEROQIRX�ERH�JSYRH�SYX�[LS�LI�[EW��
&YX�[I�[IVI�LSWTMXEP�TISTPI��SYV�NSF�[EW�XS�
NYWX�KIX�XLVSYKL�EPMZI�ERH�TMGO�YT�SYV�WYTTPMIW��
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8LI�JVSRX�[MRHWLMIPH�SJ�E�,YQZII�MW�E�WTPMX�
[MRHWLMIPH��WS�XLIVI·W�E�PIJX�ERH�VMKLX�WMHI��
-R�XLIWI�TMGXYVIW��[I·VI�PSSOMRK�XLVSYKL�XLI�
VMKLX�³ XLI�TEWWIRKIV�WMHI��=SY·PP�RSXMGI�MR�XLI�
XST�TLSXS�SR�XLI�YTTIV�PIJX�LERH�GSVRIV�MX�WE]W���
´TSPMGI�µ�FYX�MX·W�RSX�VIZIVWIH�PMOI�MX�WLSYPH�FI��

;I�GERRMFEPM^IH�XLMW�[MRHWLMIPH�JVSQ�E�
QMPMXEV]�TSPMGI�ZILMGPI�XLEX�KSX�FPS[R�YT�
SYXWMHI�XLI�LSWTMXEP��FIGEYWI�[I�LEH�XVSYFPI�
KIXXMRK�WYTTPMIW�ERH�QEMRXIRERGI�TEVXW��
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8LI�ÀVWX�XLVII�XS�JSYV�QSRXLW�[I�[IVI�EX�%FY�
+LVEMF��[I�HMHR·X�LEZI��VIEPP]��ER]�WYTTSVX��
8LIVI�[IVI�NYWX�RS�WYTTP]�GLEMRW�XS�KIX�
IUYMTQIRX��;I�LEH ³ EX�XLEX�TSMRX ³ EFWSPYXIP]�
RS�EVQSV�SR�SYV�ZILMGPIW��[I�HMHR·X�LEZI�
HSSVW��SV�VSSJW��

;I·H�NYWX�HVMZI�HS[R�XLI�VSEH�[MXL�SYV�PIKW�
LERKMRK�SYX�XLI�WMHI�

-�XLMRO�[I�HMHR·X�UYMXI�KIX�MX�]IX��-X�LEHR·X�
WYRO�MR�XLEX�E�FMK�TIVGIRXEKI�SJ�TISTPI�[IVI�
KIXXMRK�FPS[R�YT�SR�XLI�VSEHW��

;I�[IVI�MR�XLI�TLEWI�SJ�XLI�HITPS]QIRX�
[LIVI�[I�HMHR·X�HVE[�XLI�GSRRIGXMSR�XLEX�MX�
[EW�SYV�PIKW�XLEX�[SYPH�FI�FPS[R�SJJ�MJ�XLIVI�
[IVI�E�FSQF�
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-R�XLIWI�TMGXYVIW�]SY�GER�WII�XLEX�XLI�WYR�MW�
EPQSWX�JEHIH�SYX��8LSWI�EVIR·X�GPSYHW��XLEX·W�
HYWX�MR�XLI�EMV��-X·W�RSX�VIEPP]�E�JYPP�FPS[R�
WERH�WXSVQ��&YX�MX·W�LSVVMFPI�WXYJJ��-X·W�RSX�PMOI�
WERH�SR�XLI�FIEGL��MX·W�PMOI�XEPGYQ�TS[HIV��
3YV�LIPMGSTXIVW�[SYPH�PERH�SR�MX�ERH�WPEQ�
XLIMV�FIPPMIW�MRXS�MX�ERH�XLI�WOMHW�[SYPH�FI�
FYVMIH�X[S��XLVII�JIIX�MRXS�XLI�KVSYRH��-X�[EW�
MQTSWWMFPI�XS�[EPO�XLVSYKL��ERH�MX�MRZEHIH�
IZIV]�TEVX�SJ�]SYV�FSH]��)ZIR�MJ�]SYV�JEGI�[EW�
XSXEPP]�GSZIVIH ³ MJ�]SY�LEH�E�TETIV�QEWO�SV�
WGEVJ�SR��]SYV�RSWXVMPW�[IVI�NYWX�FPEGO�EX�XLI�
IRH�SJ�XLI�HE]��

%RH�XLI�WERH�WQIPPW�PMOI�HIEXL�
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 —— It seems to me that 
memories work on a few senses that 
are happening at the same time. You 
don’t remember things because you 
experience them. You remember them 
because of some smell, some scent, 
music — something associated with 
the event. Then your mind connects 
all things together and creates a reality. 
For some events, I don’t have any of 
those stored in my memory somehow. 
I can think back and smell the dust, 
or something like that, but that was 
always there and just the same every 
day. —— 
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8LI�[LSPI�TVMWSR�SJ�%FY�+LVEMF�MW�QE]FI�X[S�
FPSGOW�F]�X[S�FPSGOW��
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8LI�WERH�WQIPPW�PMOI�VSXXMRK�ÁIWL��
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%X�%FY�+LVEMF�IZIV][LIVI�[I�HYK ³ ERH�[I�
HYK�JSYV�SV�ÀZI�XMQIW ³ IZIV][LIVI�[I�HYK�
[I�JSYRH�LYQER�VIQEMRW��-�HYK�SRGI�XS�XV]�
ERH�FYMPH�E�KEVHIR��[I�HYK�XS�FYMPH�E�WLS[IV��
[LMGL�IRHIH�YT�FIMRK�XLI�QSVKYI��;I�HYK�
XS�TYX�MR�JIRGIW��XS�TYX�GEFPIW�HS[R����)ZIV]�
XMQI�[I�HYK��[I�JSYRH�LYQER�VIQEMRW��)ZIV]�
XMQI��8LI�TVMWSR�MW�FYMPX�SR�E�QSYRH�SJ�LYQER�
VIQEMRW��-X·W�NYWX�HMWKYWXMRK��

4PYW��FIJSVI�XLI]�FYMPX�XLI�TVMWSR�MX�[EW�E�
PERHÀPP��8LI�[EXIV�XEFPI ³ XLMW�MW�E�WMHI�RSXI ³
XLI�[EXIV�XEFPI�XLIVI�MW�SRP]�X[S�JIIX�FIPS[�
XLI�WYVJEGI��=SY�[SYPH�I\TIGX�MR�E�HIWIVX�XLEX�
MX�XLIVI�[SYPH�FI�RS�[EXIV��FYX�XLI�[EXIV�XEFPI�
MW�VIEPP]�NYWX�FIPS[�XLI�WYVJEGI��7S�MX·W�PMOI�[IX�
VSXXMRK�XVEWL�ERH�GSVTWIW��

8LEX·W�QE]FI�[L]����XLI�WQIPP��
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8[MGI�[I�LEH�14W�SV�TISTPI�[LS�NYWX��
LETTIRIH�XS�FI�[EPOMRK�EVSYRH�ERH�NYWX��
LETTIRIH�XS�ÀRH�FSRIW�ERH�FVSYKLX�XLIQ��
MR�XS�MHIRXMJ]��3RI�[EW�E�LYQSVSYW��XLI�EVQ�
FSRI��ERH�SRI�[EW�TEVX�SJ�E�NE[��E�FVSOIR�MR�
LEPJ�TEVX�SJ�E�NE[��



�� ��



��



��� ���



��� ���



��� ���

8LI�QYVEPW�EVI�EGXYEPP]�MR�GIPPFPSGOW�[LIVI�
XLI�TVMWSRIVW�PMZIH��-·ZI�RIZIV�VIWIEVGLIH�
MX��FYX�XLI�WXSV]�[I�KSX�JVSQ�XLI�MRXIVTVIXIVW�
[LIR�[I�XSSO�SZIV�XLI�TVMWSR�[EW�XLEX�XLI�
TVMWSRIVW�[IVI�JSVGIH�XS�TEMRX�XLIWI�QYVEPW�
MRWMHI�XLIMV�GIPPFPSGOW�

&IMRK�JVSQ�1MRRIWSXE�ERH�WIIMRK�TMGXYVIW�SJ�
GEVMFSY�ERH�E�PMXXPI�FEF]�HIIV��ERH�WSQI�FMVHW�
HVMROMRK�SYX�SJ�XLI�WXVIEQ�ERH�E�W[ER ³ -�XLMRO�
XLEX·W�FIEYXMJYP��&YX��QE]FI�MX�[EW�WSQI�WSVX�SJ�
GVYIP�XSVXYVI��8LIWI�KY]W�EVI�MR�XLI�HIWIVX��MX·W�
SRI�LYRHVIH�ERH�XLMVX]�HIKVIIW�ERH�XLIVI�EVI�
RS�HIIV�XLEX�-·Q�E[EVI�SJ�MR�GIRXVEP�-VEU��8LIVI�
EVI�KSEXW�ERH�[I�WE[�E�JI[�GS[W��-·Q�WYVI�
XLIVI�EVI�HIIV�YT�RSVXL����MR�XLI�QSYRXEMRW��

&YX��QE]FI�TEMRXMRK�XLI�QYVEPW�MR�XLI�GIPPW�
[IVI�WYTTSWIH�XS�FI�GEPQMRK�XS�QEOI�TISTPI�
PIWW�ZMSPIRX��

;I�XLSYKLX�MX�[EW�WSVX�SJ�MVSRMG�XLEX�XLI�
TVMWSRIVW�[IVI�TEMRXMRK�XLIWI�LETT]��TPE]JYP�
WGIRIW�[LIR�XLIVI�LEH�FIIR�XIRW�SJ�XLSYWERHW�
SJ�TISTPI�I\IGYXIH�MR�XLMW�TVMWSR�MR�XLI�X[S�
]IEVW�TVMSV�XS�YW�EVVMZMRK�EX�%FY�+LVEMF��
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4ISTPI�[IVI�OMPPIH�XLIVI��%RH�XLIVI�MW�HIEXL�EPP�
SZIV��)ZIV]�XMQI�[I�HYK�[I�JSYRH�LYQER�FSRIW��

;MXLMR�XLI�-VEUM�GSRWGMSYWRIWW����[LIR�]SY�WE]�
XLI�[SVH�%FY�+LVEMF��IZIV]SRI�JIEVW�MX��-X·W�XLMW�
LSVVMFPI�TPEGI�[LIVI�TSPMXMGEP�TVMWSRIVW�KS�
ERH�HSR·X�GSQI�FEGO��%RH�WS�XLI�JEGX�XLEX�XLIWI�
TVMWSRIVW�[IVI�JSVGIH�XS�TEMRX�TSRHW�ERH�PSXYW�
ERH�PMXXPI�LYXW�F]�XLI�[EXIVJEPP�MW�IIVMI��
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-R�XLMW�TMGXYVI�0X��'EVTIRXIV�MW�WXERHMRK�MR�XLI�
JSVIKVSYRH��8LI�TEMRXMRK�MW�SJ�7EHHEQ�[IEVMRK�
E�PIMWYVI�WYMX��-R�XLEX�WEQI�VSSQ�XLIVI�EVI�
EVSYRH�XIR�QYVEPW�SJ�7EHHEQ��8LI�TVMWSRIVW�
[IVI�EPWS��ETTEVIRXP]��JSVGIH�XS�TEMRX�XLSWI��
8LIVI�[EW�´7EHHEQ�EW�XLI�WXEXIWQERµ�[MXL�LMW�
JERG]�WYMX�SR��%RH�´7EHHEQ�EW�XLI�[EVVMSVµ�
[MXL�LMW�QMPMXEV]��GPEWW�%��HVIWW�YRMJSVQ��%RH�
XLIVI�[EW�ERSXLIV�SRI�SJ�LMQ�[MXL�ER�%/����
ERH�´7EHHEQ�SR�XLI�FIEGL�µ
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8LI�FIWX�XLEX�[I�GSYPH�GSQI�YT�[MXL�[EW�
XLEX�XLI�QYVEPW�[IVI�E�OMRH�SJ�QERMTYPEXMSR�
KEQI��7S��XLIWI�TISTPI�[IVI�MR�TVMWSR��E�PSX�SJ�
XLIQ�JSV�TSPMXMGEP�VIEWSRW��8LIVI�[IVI�VETMWXW��
QYVHIVIVW��GVMQMREPW�XLIVI��XSS��&YX��XLIVI�[IVI�
EPWS�E�FMK�RYQFIV�SJ�TSPMXMGEP�TVMWSRIVW��ERH�MX�
[EW�E�[E]�SJ�TYRMWLMRK�XLIQ�
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´7S��]SY·VI�ERXM�&EEXL�TEVX]#�3/�XLIR��[L]�
HSR·X�]SY�WTIRH�XLI�RI\X�XIR�]IEVW�TEMRXMRK�
TMGXYVIW�SJ�7EHHEQ�µ�%RH�XLI]�[IVIR·X�NYWX�
ER]�TMGXYVIW�SJ�7EHHEQ��XLI]�[IVI�TMGXYVIW�
SJ�7EHHEQ�MR�TMQT�WYRKPEWWIW��E�[LMXI�WYMX��
ERH�WQSOMR·�E�GMKEV��7YTIV�TVSTEKERHE��

8LI�TSVXVEMXW�EVI�NYWX�E�FVMPPMERX�TYRMWLQIRX��
-X�QYWX�FI�XLI�[SVWX�TYRMWLQIRX�MR�XLI�[SVPH�
JSV�WSQIFSH]�[LS�MW�VIEPP]�E�VIZSPYXMSREV]�
ERH�LEXIW�[LEX�MW�LETTIRMRK�
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—— I often feel sort of terrified 
that I can’t tell the difference between 
what’s real and what’s not in the past. 
I see myself as some one who generally 
understands how things work — a 
pretty reasonable person. I imagine 
this is how somebody feels when they 
first have Alzheimer’s, or psychosis 
and they know that something is not 
right, and they know they’re losing 
their mind. And... It’s just terrifying. 
—— 


