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RETROPRINCIP
BOOK EDITIONS:

KAPITAL
NSK EMBASSY MOSCOW

TRANSNACIONALA
INTERPOL

EAST ART MAP

"We are artists, not politicians. When the
Slav question is solved once and for all we
want to finish our lives as artists."

IRWIN, 1985
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RETROPRINCIP BOOK SERIES 

The present publication presents five books, the final products of five
projects extending over the last thirteen years. The beginnings of the
first project, Kapital, reach back to the period of the socialist social
system, which, however, was already over by the time we issued the first
publication. On the other hand, the publication that addresses the last
of the five projects will come out in an integral version at a time
when Slovenia will already be a fully-fledged member of the European
Union. Thus the projects literally connect the two ends of the period
called the transitional period. But it is not only this external over-
lapping that links the presented line of projects with the notion of
transition. Transformation itself is the theme and subject matter of
the Retroprincip book series.

The projects presented have many points in common, but here we will
point out only two that we regard as being of key significance. All the
projects deal with reflections on modern art in Eastern Europe and all
of them envisaged, from the very beginning, the production of a book as
their final artifact. In normal circumstances when an artist does not
reflect on his work himself, if he fails to articulate it in communi-
cation or writing, then someone else will do so instead. A problem aris-
es when there is no such someone, when the art system of a particular
space is organized such that it hinders communication and articulation.
Then the only possibility of communicating with contemporary art pro-
duction is to assume and refer to someone else’s articulation. And if
we hold the view that text is not an external objectivizing addendum to
art production but an internal, integral part of it, then we have to
undertake communication and articulation on our own. Our suspicions
about the differences in the operation of Eastern and Western art sys-
tems (here, we do not have in mind differences stemming from the dif-
ferent ideological systems) were confirmed already in the course of the
Kapital project. A great number of empirical facts and the small things
that co-shape the conditions of production convinced us again and again
that differences no doubt exist. If we take K. Marx at least a bit seri-
ously, then we can not circumvent the claim that it is precisely the
conditions of production that fatefully define the production itself.
Difference in conditions is reflected in different production. The
Retroprincip book series opens with a thesis about the specific condi-
tions of art production in the East. Through discussions, most of which
took place during our journeys to Moscow and across the US, we tried
to articulate this difference, which materialized in an open conflict
during the Interpol project. Since the difference in regulating com-
munication, articulation and inscription, which is tackled by the
Retroprincip book series, gradually emerged as the key difference,
the series concludes with East Art Map. 

IRWIN, 
April 2003, Ljubljana 
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First published in PLATFORMA SCCA, No. 3, January 2002, LJUBLJANA, 
SCCA, CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY ARTS – LJUBLJANA
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The map of Eastern modernism published in the catalogue
"Zeichen im Fluss", 1990, accompanying the text The Ear

Behind the Painting (by Eda ^ufer and IRWIN)

Eda Čufer 
and IRWIN, 1990

The publication Kapital was designed as a communication project. In collaboration with Eda Čufer
IRWIN wrote the text Ear behind the Painting and invited Jürgen Harten, Boris Groys, Georg
Bussman, Jeanne C. Finley and Barret Watten to react with their responses.
The publication was financed entirely with private funds provided by Scottish artist Gavin Evans. 
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Group Irwin carying trophies that made part of Kapital
installation at PS1 Clocktower, New York, 1991
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Painting the cross on the top of the Clocktower building,
New York, 1991, photo by Leslie Fratkin
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NSK Panorama, Ljubljana, 1997, photo by Michael Schuster
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Black Square on The Red Square, Moscow (in collaboration
with Michael Benson), 1992, photo by Kinetikon Pictures
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Marina Gr`ini} lecture - at the table: Marina Gr`ini}
and Victor Misiano, May 26, 1992, Moscow
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Interior view of the NSK Embassy Moscow, May/June 1992
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Iosif Bakshtein on his visit at the Embassy 
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Matja` Berger delivering his lecture, photo J. Suhadolnik 
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Rastko Mo~nik and Valeri Podoroga during discussion, 
June 3, 1992, Moscow
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The audience, photo J. Suhadolnik
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Rastko Mo~nik delivering his lecture 
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Formulating the Moscow declaration - from left: Victor
Misiano, Iosif Bakshtein, Dimitri Prigov, Marina Gr`ini},

Eda ^ufer, Miran Mohar, Elena Kurlandzeva
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Dragan @ivadinov, Breda Kralj, Roman Uranjek 
and Andrej Savski installing the flags
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Irwin in front of the Embassy 
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The opening dinner - from left: Igor Zupe, Andrej Savski,
Yuri Leiderman, Miran Mohar, interpreter, Oleg Kulik and
Vladimir Ovcherenko
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A. Djika: The portrait of Irwin, 1992, 
wall drawing at Ridzhina Gallery, Moscow
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Oleg Kulik behind Andrei Kovalev, Vladimir Ovcherenko
and Victor Misiano
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Black Square on The Red Square, June 6, 1992, spreading
out the square of black fabric in the central part 
of Red Square, courtesy Kinetikon Pictures
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Distributed by D.A.P. / Distributed Art Publishers 
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Jan Aman and Oleg Kulik
o

RetroPrincipi_all.qxd  9/05/03  15:30  Page 64 RetroPrincipi_all.qxd  9/05/03  15:30  Page 65



RetroPrincipi_all.qxd  9/05/03  15:30  Page 66 RetroPrincipi_all.qxd  9/05/03  15:30  Page 67



RetroPrincipi_all.qxd  9/05/03  15:30  Page 68

Interpol exhibition - installation view / beds are part
of the project by Carl Michael von Hauswolff, in which he
invited the audience to choose an artist or curator from

the Interpol show to spend a night with.
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The Moscow meeting of the Interpol participants
in winter 1995
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From the Interpol meeting in Moscow 1995. Alexander
Brener with Lotta Antonsson, who later cancelled 

her participation at the exhibition
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The dinner of the participants of Interpol organised by
Dimitry Gutov, at which he tried to provoke a situation
to discuss the process of the Interpol project
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Oleg Kulik as a dog at the opening of the Interpol show
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Oleg Kulik in action during the opening night 
of the Interpol exhibition
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Alexander Brener beating drums on the opening night, 
but just a few minutes later...
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Wenda Gu’s installation after Alexander Brener’s 
intervention
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The two Transnationala vehicles on a parking lot 
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Transnacionala crew making a stop in Arizona, 
July 16, 1996
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From the spots short textual and video reports were sent via the Internet and transmitted
on the TV monitor or the Irwin vehicle in the Boijmans Museum in Rotterdam.
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Yuri Leiderman at the Grand Canyon

Alexander Brener meets the Pacific
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In the desert
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Randy Alexander opening the discussion in the garden of
Dan Peterman’s Resource Center, Chicago, July 9, 1996
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Discussion in Atlanta: Michael Benson, Goran Djodjevi}
and Borut Vogelnik
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The dinner with Mary Jane Jacob
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Above: Transnationala party with an NSK diplomatic reception
and passport office in Seattle, July 26, 1996, organised by
Charlie Krafft, Larry Reid, Robin Held and Tom Trompeter

RetroPrincipi_all.qxd  9/05/03  17:25  Page 110

Bellow: The panel discussion with local and visiting
artists at Gallery 154, Freemont Fine Arts Foundry, 

July 27, 1996
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At the Grand Canyon 
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Photosession: Alexander Brener

The discussion in Zion National Park
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Installation view at "Irwin Live", 4 x 5 m, Atlanta, 1996
Transnationala started with "Irwin Live" which was shown
in Atlanta in the context of the project "Conversations

at the Castle" by Mary Jane Jacob. The paintings from the
series "Was ist Kunst" were installed on the ceilling,

and Irwin members were suspended below them to appear as
spectators standing in front of their paintings. After

the opening, the "live" members were replaced with 
replicas, to remain in the gallery for the duration 

of the exhibition.
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Photo session: Irwin and Katharine Gates, NSK Honorary
Consul to the US, Richmond, July 1996
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The  road
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Distributed by New Moment

RetroPrincipi_all.qxd  9/05/03  17:26  Page 122

East Art Map, floor of the Eurocenter building,
Ljubljana, 2002
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East Art Map, detail
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East Art Map, detail
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East Art Map, detail
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Christo and Jeanne-Claude
Iron Curtain, 

wall of oil barrels, 1962
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Roman Opalka
1965/1-n, detail: 1 - 35327, 
tempera on canvas, detail, 1965
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Group OHO(1966-1971), Milenko Matanovic
Wheat and rope,

photography of the action, 1969
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Vitaly Komar and Alexander Melamid
Post-art #1 (Warhol), 
oil on canvas, 105 x 105 cm, 1973
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Dimitrije Ba! icevic - Mangelos
Le manifeste sur la mort

Acrilyc on globe, before 1978
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