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Copsulate of the United States,
Jerusalem, Palestine.

February 12, 188,

I take pleasure in stating that Mr. H. B,
Greene, has spent three springs, in gathering and
pressing the flowers of Palestine. during which
time he made with the assistance of native help-
ers, large collections of the wild flowers, and |
feel sure that these flowers he now offers for sale,
really grew in the Christ Land.

J bl M. o

U. S. Consul (at Jerusalem ),















THE FLORA OF PALESTINE

Palesting, although small in the number of its square
miles, containg within its borders three distingt regions, each
with its own peculiar soil, climate and flowers, The Coast
Region extending from Mt. Carmel 1o the southern desert and
from the Mediterranean Sea 1o the biue hilis of Judea, is the
granary of the country, and In the spring, with its waving
wiwni und barjey, jooks ilice the restiess sea.

Thn-. plain is the Sharon of the Bible, the most fertile
he Philistines,  Along overy high
in every uncultivated field, and among the rolling hills ot its

hern ".’“.! phannd wild iy wre  luvars for thae
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strange 1o the pilgrim.  For trees, the palm and orange are dis-

tinctive whils the alive almand anid sals are comman In the
Eabbat LA B AL Tag o = 04X Are comman. e

early spring (our winter), the crocus, tulip and narcissus, which
are like those in American gardens, can be found in all the
fields, While the Anemeone Coronaria, the “Lily of the
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Field** with it scarlet, blue or white petals, colours whole acres
in brivht arrav. Orchidx, souilis, lupines, ph
o ] v hl v v v L

axnnt's - eve,

wmerous to mention, va o complete the
TiNt. b'_\,' the streams tine ofeamnder aid myliie prow, witlie
o preat marsh near tie site of il anceni Roman vy of

Aniipuins, where Paoi speni o mighi winie on fus way o
Coesaren, s found the now rare Cyperas Paprrus, the famous
papyrus of Egvpl, the resd from which the ancient manu-
scripts were maide. A marsh by the waters of Merom. in Gal-
ilesr, it nuly other pluu' in Asihn where It s now foumd.
The papyrus is now extinct in Egypt. where it once grew like
u forest on the banks of the Nileo

The Hill Country of Judes, Samaria and Galilee forms
another region, Here snow Tallsin winter, the season s shorter,
the climate more temperate.,  We no longer see near the
villages the orange and palm trees; the olive, the fig, the
curob, onk e their place,  The hills, now
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only u little care were used in preserving the young growth,
Biit the goats eat the tender leaves, and as a tree reaches a few
fect in helght, the women of the villages cut it down, and dig
up Its roots for fuel. Onl) twice did | see in Palestine any

i 'I'l\hllnll l" Wllcll Wwe wuum kdll i IUlL'bl. lSi(’l‘lli ure ﬁl:iulkl
Gans, with small sharp leaves, caroh, witd olive and my thorny
underwood, with numerous aromatic shrubs and herbs,  The

rock rose ( Cistus), several sages (Salvia), and numerous

small gray brushes of Poferium are on every hand. ut the
emall and haptiful spring plants whic d Aprl

tvated oround are the wonder ang

cnver l‘Vﬁ'U Ilh“ m nuno

admiration uf all travellers, Here the Anemone Coronaria, (th
lily of Christ's parable ) is always scarlet.  This, the favourite
flower of pilgrims and peasants, is one of the most common flowers
in Palestine, and is found by the highwav, in the vallev and
_____ sashal Chsannte wwd b

upun lIIL‘ imoiiniam l"l'. lll \Jtlllll'l'. lll AU LIE R B L) JH!K"I.
wcrywlme as of old proclaiming the lesson of love and faith,
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| was impressed with the large number of scarlet flowers in this
resion. Before the oAnemone disappears, a large scarlet but-

Sre : SO SR o Vi A0 AR s AV i
wivun { Rancuncalis Asiil fanes the ficld dnd holds #
ii il

Contiies

COlOIiT.
searied fiowers, il pheasant's eye { oAdonms Paia
ing mostly about the threshing-floor of the villages, and the
passion everlasting (Helicheysum sanguineuns ), growing only
among the thorny underbrush of the hills.

One more region, that of the Jordan Valley, This is a
long, narrow valley, the whole of it below the zea level, It has
no winter and but little rain, in these respects being like Egypt,
Could the Jordan, like the Nile, be turned upon the land it would
reward the labourer with several crops a year,  As it is, about
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Europartem ), the bramble or thorn of which Christ’s crown
of thorns was doubtless made.  In the valley grows the Ascle-
plas procera, a plant characteristic of the Sahara, the blood red
parasitic Loranibis, and severn e plants that remind one of
the flora of upper Egypt.  With these great natural reglonal
differences in Palestine. favouring a varied flora. it is not strange
that there is no month of the year when wild flowers can not
be gathered in some favoired part of the countn

In making this collection an effort was made to select
as many plants as possible of Bible interest, so as to make a

collection both beautilnl and insdroctive, These flowers are
sl oul in the hope that they may make ihe iruibs of
Diive which 'lin_'_\' Hiustrate more reaf, nnd serve o increase
study of Nature and Nature's God,

48













D~
"




ROSE OF SHARON MIGNONETTE

CYCLAMEN PASSION EVERLASTING
GRASS SYRIAN PARSLEY
CARMEL DAIsY LENTIL

JubEAN CLOVER PUFFBALL

ANISE BLUE MUSTARD

Frax BEAN

FieLp DA1sy MADONNA FLOWER
Liry oF THE FIELD HEMLOCK

PHEASANTS EYE
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Flowers from Siloam
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Flowers of Sharon
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Flowers from Hebron

112 113



]
<
[3)
o
~
[3)
o}
2
“
v
~
)
3
[]
—
—

115

114



Flowers from Bethlehem
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Flowers from Mount Moriah




Flowers from the Mount of Olives
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Flowers from Jerusalem
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