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Shoes

watches

glasses

Jewellery

bags

zippers

suitcases

belts

hairdryers

kitchen appliances

it was possible to repair almost anything
in PIRIMZE. Knives and scissors could
be sharpened, hair could be cut and shoes
polished. Furriers and tailors could fashion
clothing from fur, leather or cloth for
individual customers. People in the entire
city knew PIRIMZE, customers would
come from all over, even the villages outside
the city, to use its services.
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My tather and his friends were of a
generation that despised the Soviets. They
thought, that it the regime ended, automatically
things would get better: My father also
thought that everyone possessed a natural
talent for commerce and business, and

the main problem was that it was forbidden
1n the Soviet Union. So after the collapse of’
Soviet Union, he stopped being an architect
and started a business. Several businesses, to
be precise. One was more unsuccesstil then
the other; up to the point where he had to
ask his mother to sell her own apartment
1n order to rescue him from financial collapse.
He never succeeded. He never could catch
up to the new systenrlet alone get ahead.
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On the ground floor of PIRIMZE there
was semi-dark corridor with private-like
booths on both sides where craftsmen
worked. Glimpsing inside these booths
one could discover personalized interiors,
covered with cut-outs from glossy
foreign magazines and photos of naked
girls. It was a man’s world. The men
working there had their own rules. One
could get lost in the dark corridors

of it, and one’s foreign watch batteries
would surely get lost in there, in the hands
of anonymous men, who all looked the
same. They often cheated, and understood
much more about commerce during the
Soviet period than my father ever did, even
after the fall of the Soviet Union.
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At the age of 54, my father died
unexpectedly: I suspect that fear of the
computer killed him. One morning he got
up, switched on his computer, sat in his
armchair with a cup of coftee and died.
He was taking computer lessons but was
extremely scared of " it, he never crossed
the point when the computer became a
tool. It was a monster, without which 1t
seemed that nothing could function in
this present time.
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Just as the Soviet Union broke up into
different countries after it collapsed,
PIRIMZE exploded and smaller
workshops with identical names sprung
up where the debris fell. These workshops
are scattered in a circumference around
the old PIRIMZE. They all use the same
name in order to claim their identity and
prove their authenticity as former workers
of PIRIMZE. Some have even kept

the old signs displaying them outside
their shops.

Lodgmms 3933060l @sdmoal d5dwya,
3060393 Ladgmms 30330603000 35@oMS
bobomgdo ondoms s ©sngysbEG .
3580M-35@ oM 30603bggdn 03 ¢dsbdns
308mx30bBmmo Lowsz 30603bg owgs.
bgmmbbgdol 3oGoMms ganygdom
©53m33mgd o y3gers bobgarmbbmb
30603%g J30s. drmal dggmo 3060dbal b
ogd3b aodmgemmo, 0dol sbod@go(39dma,
™3 bsdmgzgomo ymgzormo 3060d3dab
»3b653dMM3gemos.



Hakha Poskishvili, son of the head
architect for PIRIMZE, was a good friend
of my father: Having found this information
in archives, [ rang RHakha's apartment
doorbell looking for the first architectural
sketches. This link made me suddenly
aware of " the sombre anonymity of Soviet
architects. No one thought to tell me
Rakha’'s father was the architect of
PIRIMZFE because noone knew.
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The memory and the visual fascination of
PIRIMZE made me decide to re-construct
the place while still alive in my own mind
and the minds people connected to it. I met
tormer workers and asked them to draw
me a map of the ground floor of PIRIMZE,
to remember how the workspaces looked
like, who sat where, who was specialized
in what, and what the workers” ethnic
backgrounds were.
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This publication is a part of the project Pirimze by Sophia Tabatadze
You can see the development of the project on: www.pirimze.blogspot.com
or follow Pirimze on Facebook.

This publication is made with the engagement and help of Ana Tabatadze.
Photos and images used in this book are by:

Sophia Tabatadze; Shota Demetrashvili; Kote Sulaberidze;
Eka Bibileishvili; Gocha Rekhviashvili.

Thanks to Data Chigholashvili, Giorgi Maisuradze and Mara Goldwyn for text corrections.

Thanks to Shota latashvili for providing Pirimze Magazines.
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is available from onestar press.

This book was produced in the context of Art Dubai's Marker, a
curated not-for-profit gallery programme that concentrates each
year on a particular theme or geography. (www.artdubai.ae/marker)

The 2014 edition of Marker is curated by Slavs and Tatars and takes
Central Asia and the Caucasus as its focus.

Printed and bound in France

© 2014 Sophia Tabatadze & onestar press

onestar press

49, rue Albert

75013 Paris France

info@onestarpress.com
www.onestarpress.com

/250




 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   Join2Pages
        
      

        
     1
            
       CurrentAVDoc
          

      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Create a new document
     Trim: fix size 11.024 x 8.858 inches / 280.0 x 225.0 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'original'
      

        
     32
            
       D:20200410161544
       637.7953
       OSP BOOKS 2
       Blank
       793.7008
          

     Wide
     1
     1
     No
     733
     336
    
     None
     Up
     0.0000
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         AllDoc
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     0.0000
     Top
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

        
     76
     75
     76
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





