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INVISIBLE CITIES BY L IEW MEI TOONG

G13 Projec t  Room was es tabl i shed in 2016. G13 
Projec t  Room was in i t ia l ly  created by G13 gal lery 
as a pla t form that  aims to promote new innovat ive 
di rec t ion of  those who wishes to divers i fy thei r 
ar t s  by ventur ing in to new methods and mater ia ls . 
Projec t  Room is in i t s  e leventh ins ta l lment  and 
G13 gal lery is  proud to present  L iew Mei Toong, 
a f ine ar t  graduate f rom Dasein Academy of Ar t .
‘ Inv is ib le Ci t ies ’  i s  an at tempt by L iew Mei 
Toong to s tudy and document the emot ion and 
behavior of  a few se lec ted random s t rangers that 
she comes across in the c i ty.   The ar t i s t  be l ieves 
that  the pressure of  l iv ing in an urban se t t ing is 
more devas ta t ing and chal lenging i f  compared to 
those who res ides in the suburbs. Mei Toong aims 
to capture the emot ion and t rans la te i t  in to her 
ar twork.

Being an avid fan of  psychology, there are a lo t  of 
t ra i t s  that  L iew Mei Toong as a v isual  researcher 
had looked in to before prepar ing for  her work. She 
would preferably record the body language and 
facia l  express ions th rough an unnot iced angle. For 
the most  par t ,  her v isual  research would sugges t 
that  these peoples who ended up as her subjec ts 
are por t raying s imi lar  unhappiness and dis t ress. 
The ar t i s t  would also sugges t  that  the s t ress causes 
imbalance in the each of the spi r i tua l  s ide of  the 
indiv iduals. 

‘ Inv ic ib le Ci t ies ’  by L iew Mei Toong is  a ser ies 
that  was done a handfu l  of  mixed media such as 
charcoal,  g loss gel ,  paper pr in ts ,  o i l  pas te l  and 
acry l ic.  The end resu l t  would sugges t  how the 
ar t i s t  nar ra tes and harmonizes the nar ra t ion and 
composi t ion that  su i t s  each of  the mater ia l  used to 
v isual ize her idea. 

Through Projec t  Room program, the ar t i s t  hopes 
to s tar t  o f  her explorat ion in discover ing ar t 
techniques and s ty le which su i t s  her nex t  idea as 
she moves onward. The showcase wi l l  d isp lay 
nine mix media ar tworks f rom the ar t i s t .  ‘ Inv is ib le 
Ci t ies ’  i s  a showcase exhibi t ion by L iew Mei 
Toong, a program by G13 Projec t  Room.

ARTIST STATEMENT

My works explore the people in my l i feblood 
that  I  observed and encounter  in di f fe ren t  t imes 
and spaces. They record my inner emot ions 
swing and sent iments towards outer  exper iences, 
everyday t r iv ia l  and personal exper iences when 
encounter ing people. T ime refers to the pas t , 
now and moments of  a day, whi l s t  space re fers 
to venues, locat ions and exis tences that  cons is t 
o f  subjec t ive mater ia l i ty .  And, people re fer  to the 
fami l iars and s t rangers.  

The content  of  the works shu t t les between 
togetherness,  par t ing, sadness and anxie ty about 
di f fe ren t  condi t ions of  l i fe.  I  enjoy express ing my 
sens ib le s ide wi th broken images and tex tured 
sur face. I  a t tempted to present  v ic iss i tude, 
lonel iness,  depress ion and help lessness found 
wi th in the cause and ef fec t  of  l i fe.

“To know mysel f  i s  to know others.” Our exis tence 
based on the exis tence of  o thers and we are 
in terconnected. Somet imes when I  observed 
people on the s t ree t ,  i t  i s  di f f icu l t  for  me to 
unders tand thei r  inner fee l ings through thei r  faces 
but  somet imes I  can as i f  see through a l i t t le. 

I t  was as i f  being shi f ted to a di f feren t  space 
when I  t ry to capture thei r  images through the 
v iewf inder of  my camera. A spect rum of thoughts 
and sent iments would appear jus t  l ike the images 
formed in a kale idoscope. I t  reminds me a quote 
by Gucheng, “ I  was afar when you saw me but  the 
c loud was nearer.”

I  adopt the techniques of  bui ld ing, des t roying 
and repai r ing in my work. I t  sugges ts  a sense 
of  l i fe mending wi th in the process of  ar ranging, 
tak ing away and rear ranging. The works a l low the 
v iewers to engage in a nar ra t ive concerning the 
compl icat ion of  l i fe.

ARTWORKS



C i t i e s  &  D e s i r e
100 x 140 cm | Paper, charcoal, oil pastel, gloss gel & acrylic on canvas | 2018

T h e  L o s t  o f  T h e  C i t y  I
100 x 135 cm | Paper, charcoal, oil pastel, gloss gel & Acrylic on canvas | 2018



T h e  L o s t  o f  T h e  C i t y  I I
98 x 135 cm | Paper, oil pastel, gloss gel & acrylic on canvas | 2018

T h e  L o s t  o f  U s 
90 x 135 cm | Paper, oil pastel, gloss gel & acrylic on canvas | 2018



C i t i e s  &  S i g n
56 x 168 cm | Paper, charcoal, oil pastel, gloss gel & acrylic on canvas | 2018

C i t i e s  &  M e m o r y  ( F u l l  S e r i e s ) 
Variable Dimensions | Paper, charcoal, oil pastel, gloss gel & acrylic on paper | 2018



T e l l  M e  A b o u t  Y o u r  C i t y 
82 x 67 cm | Paper, oil pastel, gloss Gel & Acrylic on Canvas | 2018

W h e r e  A r e  Y o u  H e a d i n g
102 x 90 cm | Paper, print, gloss gel and acrylic on canvas | 2017
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W a v e  o f  S e n s e 
98 x 130 cm | Paper, print, gloss gel & acrylic on canvas | 2017
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