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‘REVISITATION: THE SERIES OF CEREKA KAMPUNG’, 
A SHOWCASE BY FAIZ ZA

G13 Project  Room was es tabl ished in 2016. G13 Project  Room 
was in i t ia l ly  created by G13 gal lery as a plat form to highl ight 
new faces to the indust ry.  G13 Project  Room is  in i t s  s ix teenth 
ins ta l lment and G13 gal lery i s  proud to present  a local  ar t i s t , 
Faiz  ZA, a Univers i t i  Teknologi  Mara (UiTM) f ine ar t  graduate, 
who is  based in Perak.
 
Faiz  ZA is  an ar t i s t  who is  very indust r ious when i t  comes 
to depic t ing his  subject  mat ter.  Major ing in paint ing in h is 
former educat ion, he was t ra ined under a school that  s t resses 
formal is t ic  aspects  of  ar t  and progresses the gained knowledge 
towards an approach that  i s  qui te pecul iar.  Over the years,  he’s 
been per fect ing his  d is t inct ive reverse technique of  paint ing, or 
we could descr ibe i t  as counter  technique--where his  subject 
i s  painted not  by captur ing the shadows but  by heightening 
the value of  l ights .  S tar ted wi th an al l -b lack painted canvas, 
he s tudies the source of  the l ights  and conversely  paints  the 
l ights  in t in ts  of  pear l -whi te.  Glaz ing technique is  achieved 
not  by us ing a normal paintbrush,  but  by us ing a palet te kni fe, 
unintent ional ly  create th is  gr i t t y  e f fect  that  in tens i f ies the 
grandeur of  the subject  in h is  paint ings. 

‘Revis i ta t ion: The ser ies of  Cereka Kampung’,  por t rays Faiz 
way of  v isual iz ing the over tone of  h is  hometown in Perak, 
emphasiz ing the everyday act iv i t ies  of  a communi ty  he or ig inal ly 
l ived in.  Being here nor there to seek for  sus tenance, he becomes 
observant  and cr i t ical  of  h is  surroundings.  This  ser ies of  work 
f rom Faiz  are not  jus t  about the s tudy of  f igurat ive and scenery, 
but  a lso remarks a memento of  h is  ruptured exper iences l iv ing 
and working wi th cer ta in communi t ies,  as some of  these works 
s igni fy  h is  f rus t rat ion and dis t rus t  over the sys tem of labor,  and 
the misused power of  the author i t ies whom he worked wi th.

ARTIST’S STATEMENT

‘Revis i ta t ion: The ser ies of  Cereka Kampung’ displays some 
depic t ions of  an old town f rom where I  l ive.  I  am very thr i l led to 
i l lus t rate the nostalgic scenery of  my hometown in the form of 
paint ing. Al though these paint ings are jus t  depic t ions of  a real-
l i fe  scenery,  they however reminisce my chi ldhood memories 
and neighbourhood. When I  was young, I  was taught by my 
parents  to always be welcoming and f r iendly to our neighbours 
or general ly  to everyone. In the process,  I  have learned a lot 
about the communi ty  around me and th is  has led me towards 
the opportuni ty  to progress mysel f  and my career.

Over the years,  I  real ized that  the upheaval  of  pol i t ics  and the 
economic demands led to a communi ty ’s  se l f - change. Due to 
the upr is ing mass media,  we are thrus t  in to somewhat beefed 
up pol i t ical  i ssues that  break our bel ie f  on each other,  a lso 
the r is ing quest ions of  land and ident i ty  that  have once again 
escalate.  Meanwhi le,  the economy is  showing up i t s  in fer ior i ty. 
Defects  in indust r ies are t ransparent  enough that  i t  inadver tent ly 
af fects  me as wel l ,  where I  exper ienced some inevi table 
const ra ints  in deal ing wi th some people or companies I  worked 
wi th.  As a human being, I  have to admit  my discomfor t ,  hence 
my respect  for  the communi ty  I  worked wi th began to crumble. 
But  looking on the br ight  s ide,  I  a lways keep learning on how 
to surv ive and for me, th is  wi l l  a lways be the very def in i t ion of 
being human. To keep on surv iv ing.
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