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“Imagine yourself  at the North pole.  Try not to think 
of a white bear.”

Sometimes unrestrained, the open world of 
imaginat ion tends to del ineate our intr icate mind. 
Consider the above-prescr ibed thought experiment. 
Some wi l l  fa i l  to comply or suppress the image of the 
white bear as instructed above as the more one tr ies, 
the more the image surfaces.  This thought process is 
a direct example suggest ing how ungovernable can 
imaginat ion be. Indeed because of i ts  involuntary 
and by some means,  subconscious nature,  we tend 
to be unaware of i ts  funct ion in almost every day 
in our l ives.  I t  is  so banal  to a point i t  merges into 
our real i ty.  You might think imaginat ion requires ski l l 
and only appl icable for certain c i rcumstances,  but i t 
is  not a separate qual i ty that can switch on and off 
occasional ly.  I t  is  a basic trai t  of  human being, also 
an essential  problem-solving tool  which funct ion is 
to envis ion the process of  ideas,  events,  objects,  or 
s i tuat ions without the presence of the senses. 

The above paragraph might only descr ibe one of 
many def init ions of imaginat ion, consider ing the 
broad and extensive studies of  i ts  taxonomy that 
had been carr ied out.  Nevertheless,  as commonly 
assumed in short ,  imaginat ion is  regarded as the 
process of  conceiving creat ions.  Hence this idea is 
a lways entwined with the ‘counterpart ’  of  creat ions, 
the art ists .  Imaginat ion epitomized the raison d’être 
of  the art ists ,  a trai t  that def ines them. Although this 
is  part ly t rue (as i t  does not only apply to art ists ) , 
art ists ’  creat ions are always born from this mere 
and lawless boundary of imaginat ion. The canvas is 
l i teral ly  their  mindscape, a ‘world’  to s imulate their 
wandering mind, which only the l imit  is  the frame.

Consequently,  what makes art ists  imagining or 
v isual iz ing what they choose to visual ize? As 
imaginat ion tends to be so arbitrary without any 
dr iven force,  what sort  of  force or direct ion that 
gives impetus to the imaginat ion to be manifested 
as desired? How can imaginat ion be deemed to be 
‘s i lenced’ or contained by this  agency/agencies? 
On that matter,  SILENCE IMAGINATION denotes 
how the art ists  cope with the imaginat ion as far  as 
identity and art  pract ice are two imperat ive aspects 
of  their  art  making.

SILENCE IMAGINATION

Pertain to the thematic content of  this  exhibit ion—
imaginat ion, I  came up with two possible aspects that 
shaped the imaginat ion of these art ists  as mentioned 
previously;  identity and the art  pract ice.  Imaginat ion 
needs a vehicle or a ‘vessel ’  to be contained. 
This ‘vessel ’  is  the aspect that holds shape to the 
imaginat ion. I t ’s  l ike pouring water into a cup, only 
the cup is  di fferent,  given the differences of i ts  form. 
Let’s  say the cup is  the art ist ’s  identity.  A di fferent 
form of cup represents one’s di fferent identity.  As 
an art ist ,  one could not run away from the fact that 
identity contr ibutes s ignif icant ly to art iculat ing one’s 
story in an artwork.  Identity is  undoubtedly the ‘vessel ’ 
or  the cup, designed by individuals ’  c i rcumstances 
be i t  f rom the personal  level  or of  societal  mi l ieu.  I t 
is  the identity that channels and gives substance to 
imaginat ion to become meaningful .

Nonetheless,  imaginat ion could also be conjured 
when there’s act ion and that is  why art  pract ice is 
substant ia l ly  important.  Art  pract ice wi l l  a lways 
propel interconnect ion between real i ty ( the 
handl ing) and imaginat ion that determine how 
art ists  presenting their  ideas.  As an aesthet ic-dr iven 
individual ,  art ists  wi l l  a lways be attached to this  urge 
of experimenting be i t  with mediums, mater ia ls  or 
the visual  i tsel f .  Experimenting notes their  f reedom 
of explor ing imaginat ion henceforth opens up 
possibi l i t ies towards an astonishing outcome whi le 
st i l l  retaining identity.  I t  is  by these hands-on, try-
and-error experiences that an art ist  could real ly test 
the water.  They are the only one who knows what 
suits  their  ‘cup of tea’ ,  what sort  of  taste that they 
are looking for,  whi le st i l l  acknowledging a room for 
improvement. 

THE CUP OF TEA 



different takes on societal  issues take different shapes 
of discipl ine,  accord with his intended message that 
he tr ies to assert .  Sometimes radical  in approach, his 
works expect to chal lenge the viewer’s fundamental 
t ruth,  to regurgitate one’s point of  v iew about their 
posit ion as a society and their  worldview in general . 
Meanwhi le to Yogie,  his  keen interpretat ions on 
western ideologies and fal lacies of  the western-
eastern perspect ive very much have shaped his 
process of  art  making. In part icular,  his  interest in 
the theory of power/order versus chaos can be seen 
in his  approach of harmoniz ing abstract ion with 
representat ional  elements in his  works.

CONCLUSION

Indeed, imaginat ion tends to be groundless without 
any dr iven force.  As an art ist ,  one’s art  making is 
a lways ascr ibes to an intent ion, therefore imaginat ion 
becomes relat ional  depending on the aspects that 
give shape to i t .  From my point of  v iew, pertain to 
this  exhibit ion, two aspects such as identity and art 
pract ice are seen to have immense inf luence towards 
these art ists  in art iculat ing what they chose to 
visual ize. 

Identity contained imaginat ion to be shaped 
according to one’s intent ion, which ult imately 
gives meaning to that imaginat ion. Meanwhi le,  art 
pract ice becomes a factor that encouraged an art ist 
to be experimental ,  to put imaginat ion at test .  Art 
pract ice determines the approach and subjects that 
suit  them best,  whi le identity is  being retained. I t  is 
no doubt a chal lenge to f ind an intersect ion between 
del iver ing the intended message whi le st i l l  being 
very imaginat ive at the same t ime. By al l  means,  this 
exhibit ion happens to act as a just i f icat ion for these 
art ists  in endeavouring the chal lenge and succeed in 
their  own terms.

ARTWORKS

Aiman Aisamuddin  and Tiffany Lafuente ’s  works 
art iculate the relat ionship between the real  and the 
imaginary space. Aiman incorporates and visual izes 
his  own sel f  into the semi-abstract constructed space 
that connotes his inexpl icable sel f -monologues, 
whi le the use of expressive colors and s igns insinuate 
his enthusiasm in invoking affect ive mood from 
the viewer.  Ti ffany,  on the other hand, br ings us a 
provocat ive rendit ion of imagery.  The seemingly 
sat i r ical  s igns along with casual  plop of colours 
and l ines composed in a sett ing give us the sense 
of inter ject ion to real i ty,  perhaps al luding mockery 
toward the things she experiences in real  l i fe.

Azam Aris  and Dexter Sy  shared some simi lar i t ies 
in having sat i r ical  elements in their  works.  Their 
works at  some point undertake commentary posit ion 
concerning the perception of nowadays’  society who 
seemed to fal l  into general iz ing identity.  Taking 
back elements f rom the past and incorporates 
them with nowadays pop culture—especial ly  in the 
music world—both Azam and Dexter portray their 
respect ive identity with witt iness,  i ronic yet very 
much cr i t ical  to ponder upon. Azam’s repetit ion 
of subject nuances his cr i t ical  observat ion on 
global izat ion and mass culture that take place in this 
modern era.  Meanwhi le,  for Dexter,  his  keen interest 
in the col l is ion of cultures is  emphasized in his  usage 
of mult icultural  symbol ism throughout his  paint ings.
Past experience is  a valuable insignia of  the mind as 
i t  entai ls  emotional  attachment to i t .  Shar ing i t  with 
others takes a del iberate attempt consider ing how 
one should express the indescr ibable emotions.

Chok Yue Zan  and Ming Hao at some level  share the 
same degree of conveying this inevitable juncture 
of their  l ives—though they take a di fferent k ind 
of approach. Both romantic ize their  stage of l ives 
beauti ful ly  where we can see the use of nature 
elements as metaphors of  Chok Yue Zan’s works 
convey this  sense of temporal i ty,  whi le Ming Hao’s 
paint-skins peel ing technique exquis i tely reveals 
and capture the intensity of  emotions throughout his 
works.

Last but not least,  Poodien  and Yogie Achmad 
Ginanjar take on the issue of the relat ionship between 
the exist ing structured power and society.  Poodien 
is  much known for his  interdiscipl inary pract ice as 

THE ARTISTS
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The Freedom 
152 x 122cm | Oil on Canvas | 2019

AIMAN AISAMUDDIN



Become a True Hero
152 x 122cm | Oil on Canvas | 2019



The Way Back 
132 x 132cm | Acrylic on Canvas | 2019

AZAM ARIS 



‘M’
132 x 132cm | Acrylic on Canvas | 2019



Window 
135 x 135cm | Acrylic on Canvas | 2019



DEXTER SY

‘Third Party’
122 x 91.44cm | Mixed Media on Canvas | 2019



‘Do you remember when l i fe is so simple and permanent’ #1 
122 x 152cm | Mixed Media on Canvas | 2019



‘Do you remember when l i fe is so simple and permanent’ #2
122 x 152cm | Mixed Media on Canvas | 2019



The Joyful,  in Mind 
120 x 140cm | Acrylic, Charcoil & Oil on Canvas | 2018-19

CHOK YUE ZAN



The Joyful,  in Mind I I
120 x 140cm | Acrylic, Charcoil & Oil on Canvas | 2018-19



POODIEN

Don’t look back in anger I 
100 x 100cm | Oil Paint on Outdoor Vinyl Material | 2019



Don’t look back in anger I I  
100 x 100cm | Oil Paint on Outdoor Vinyl Material | 2019



TIFFANY LAFUENTE

Ape Escape 
122 x 91cm | Oil on Canvas | 2019



Hotdog Lover
122 x 91cm | Oil on Canvas | 2019



WONG MING HAO

This Is Me, I  Guess 7 
150 x 120cm | Acrylic and Gloss Gel on Canvas | 2019



Unstable Sentiment 
150 x 120cm | Acrylic and Gloss Gel on Canvas | 2019



Vague
150 x 180cm | Acrylic and Gloss Gel on Canvas | 2019





YOGIE A GINANJAR

Emancipation 
100 x 120cm | Oil and Acrylic on Canvas | 2019 



Amygdala 
80 x 100cm | Oil and Acrylic on Canvas | 2019



Estrogen 
70 x 100cm | Oil and Acrylic on Canvas | 2019



Testosterone
 70 x 100cm | Oil and Acrylic on Canvas | 2019
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2009 Malaysian Emerging Artist Award, Sokka Gakai Malaysia,  
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2017   Artist in Resident, Learning Unknown, Curator Lab,   
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2013 Artist in Resident, Asia Art Studio Gwangju, South Korea,  
 Korea
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 Residency
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2013  Silver Award, UOB Painting Competition, Malaysia
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2009     Performance Lab Findars Art Space   Jalan Hang   
 Kasturi, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
2008     Global Warming, Global Warning Perfurbance #4 Int.   
 Performance Art Fest Merapi, Indonesia
     Buka Jalan/Open Street Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lumpur
     Tidurlah Wahai PakLah Prime Minister Office Putrajaya,  
 Selangor, Malaysia
2007    Untuk Siapa/For Whom? Leprosy Settlement Centre   
 Sungai Buloh, Selangor, Malaysia
     Reading Project - LAMU Project Commuter Train &   
 Station Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
     The Extended Period Of Waiting, The Annexe Gallery   
 Jln Hang Kasturi, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
     I Will Think About It, Rimbun Dahan Sungai Buloh,   
 Selangor, Malaysia
2006     Wound, UiTM Art & Design Faculty Shah Alam, Selangor
2004     Ignorance Thailand Embassy Jalan Ampang, Kuala   
 Lumpur, Malaysia
     Kalah Mati Galeri Shah Alam open space Shah Alam,   
 Selangor, Malaysia

AWARDS
2009     Malaysia Emerging Artist (MEA), House of Matahati &   
 Galleri Chandan, Malaysia
2004     Incentive Award, Shah Alam Art Gallery, Malaysia
 

T I F F A N Y  L A F U E N T E
Philippines

EDUCATION
2017 Bachelor of Fine Arts major in Painting, University of the  
 Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
2018 ONLY THE BAD AND THE UGLY, Secret Fresh Gallery,   
 Ronac Center, San Juan, Philippines

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS
2018 Pursuits of Happiness Artcube, Makati City, Philippines
 No Safety Pins Required, Pundido, Makati City,   
 Philippines
 Year End Show under the Broad Umbrella, Kaida
 Contemporary, Quezon City, Philippines
 Radio Waves, Vinyl on Vinyl Gallery, Three- Man Show,   
 Makati City, Philippines
 The Untitled Show, Artepintura Gallery, Katipunan, Q.C.  
 Philippines
 Dama, Art Cube Philippines, Makati City, March
 Disorderly, Vinyl on Vinyl Gallery, Makati City, Philippines,
 Fleeting, Mono8 Gallery, Manila City, Philippines
2017 under the Broad Umbrella, Kaida Contemporary,



 Quezon City, Philippines
 Meet me at _______, Eskinita Art Gallery, Four- Man   
 Show, Makati City, Philippines
 Just Add Water, Mono8 Gallery, Manila City, Philippines
 Waking In Between, Metro Gallery, San Juan City,   
 Philippines
 Tinamaan Ng Lintik, Galeria Alvero, Q.C., Philippines
2016 (X , Y), Ncca Gallery, Manila City, Philippines, September
 Platform, Erehwon Center for The Arts, Quezon City,   
 Philippines
2015 Puro Drawings, Cevio Art Haus, Pasig City, Philippines
 Heart, Art Center Sm Megamall, Mandaluyong City,   
 Philippines

AWARDS
 Finalist, Multi- Color Relief Print Category, The   
 Department Of Studio Arts, Up College Of Fine Arts,   
 Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines

W O N G  M I N G  H A O
1988, Malaysia

EDUCATION
2010 Diploma in Fine Art, Dasein Academy of Art, Malaysia

RESIDENCY
2018 A-RES, HOM Art Trans, Malaysia 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2019 Silence Imagination, G13 Gallery, Malaysia
  
2018 Face Value, G13 Gallery, Malaysia
 Distant Emotion A-RES Duo 2018, HOM Art Trans,   
 Malaysia
2017      Matter of [F]act, ChinaHouse, Georgetown, Penang,   
 Malaysia
 Young & New 2017, HOM Art Trans, Malaysia
2015 Pop up Show 2015, The Gallery @ Starhill, Malaysia
2013 Glimpsing Childhood, White Room Gallery, NEC,   
 Malaysia 
 
AWARDS
2018 Finalists, UOB Painting of the Year
2017 Finalists, UOB Painting of the Year
2016 Finalists, UOB Painting of the Year
 Finalists, Nando’s Art Initiative 2016
2014 Finalists, Pertandingan Lukisan Cat Air Ekspresi Selangor,  
 Malaysia
2010 3rd Prize of Oil/Acrylic, Tanjong Heritage 2010 Art   
 Competition Kuala Lumpur & Selangor, Malaysia
 Top 40 Finalists, Starhill Gallery Visual Arts Awards (VAA)  
 2010, Starhill Gallery, Malaysia

Y O G I E  A  G I N A N J A R   
1981, Indonesia

EDUCATION
2006 Bachelor of Fine Art (Painting), Faculty of Art and Design,  
 Bandung Institute of Technology

SOLO EXHIBITIONS
2011 Verisimilitude, Valentine Willie Fine Arts, Kuala Lumpur,  
 Malaysia
2009 Neo-Chiaroscuro, Valentine Willie Fine Arts, Kuala   
 Lumpur, Malaysia
 
INTERNATIONAL SHOW/ARTFAIRS
2019 Silence Imagination, G13 Gallery, Malaysia
2017 The 2017 Sovereign Asian Art Prize, Finalists Exhibition  
 Opening, The Rotunda, Exchange Square, 8 Connaught  
 Place, Central, Hong Kong
2013 Sovereign Asia Art Awards Exhibition, Espace Louis   

 Vuitton, Singapore
2012 ArtStage Singapore, Singapore
2011 Korea International Art Fair (KIAF), Seoul, Korea
 Headlights 2011, Valentine Willie Fine Art, Kuala Lumpur,  
 Malaysia
2010 Art Stage Singapore, Singapore
 Korea International Art Fair (KIAF), Seoul, Korea
          
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2018 Art-Unltd: XYZ 2018, Gas Negara Building, Bandung
 Interlude, a Duet Exhibition with Erwin Windu Pranata,  
 Pullman Jakarta Central Park, Jakarta, Indonesia
 Prisoner of Hope, Spektrum Hendra Gunawan. Ciputra  
 Artpreneur, Jakarta, Indonesia
 Soft Opening Surabaya Art Centre, Surabaya Art Centre,  
 Surabaya, Indonesia
 Painting After the Age of Technology Reproduction,   
 Langgeng Art Foundation, Yogyakarta, Indonesia
2017  Re-Emergence, Selasar Soenaryo Art Space, Bandung
 Flow into Now, Dia.Lo.Gue. Jakarta, Indonesia
 Art Jakarta, The Ritz-Carlton, Jakarta, Indonesia
 Art Sampoerna, Sampoerna Strategic Square, Jakarta
 Perjalanan Senyap, Orbital Dago, Bandung, Indonesia
 Spiritualitas dalam Seni Rupa, Lawangwangi Creative   
 Space, Bandung, Indonesia
 Contemporary Art and Social Turbulence, Edwin’s Gallery,  
 Jakarta, Indonesia
2016 Bazaar Art Jakarta, The Ritz-Carlton, Pacific Place,   
 Jakarta, Indonesia
 ZONA #1, Versi-Resepsi, Thee Huis Gallery, Bandung
 Geo Culture, LAWANGWANGI CREATIVE SPACE,   
 Bandung- Indonesia
2015 Pameran Seni Lukis Jawa Barat, Gedung Pemerintahan  
 Provinsi Jawa Barat (Gedung Sate), Bandung - Indonesia
 NOW: Here, There, Everywhere, Galeri Semarang,   
 Semarang, Indonesia
2014 Genome Aesthetic, SUDAKARA ArtSpace, Sanur, Bali
2013 South East Asia (SEA)+ Triennale, Galeri Nasional,   
 Jakarta, Indonesia
2012 Collective Ground: The Gallery in the Midst of Market   
 and Discourse, Rachel Gallery, Jakarta, Indonesia
 Bazaar Art Jakarta, The Ritz-Carlton Jakarta, Pacific Place,  
 Jakarta, Indonesia
2011 Inner Memories, BIASA ArtSpace, Kuta, Bali, Indonesia 
 Art and Motoring, Galeri Nasional Indonesia, Jakarta
 Artist’s Studio, Paris Van Java Mall, Bandung, Indonesia
2010 Tribute to S. Sudjono, Galeri Titik Oranye, Bandung
 Reality Effect, SIGIArts Gallery, Jakarta, Indonesia
 Manifesto #2, Percakapan Masa, Galeri Nasional, Jakarta
 The Holocaust, Umah Seni, Jakarta-Indonesia
 Almost White Cube, CG Artspace, Jakarta, Indonesia
 Halimun – A Reflection upon The Development of   
 Indonesian Contemporary Art, Lawangwangi, Bandung

ARTIST RESIDENCY
2009 Artist in Residence for Valentine Willie Fine Arts, Kuala  
 Lumpur, Malaysia

AWARDS
2017 Public Vote Winner for Sovereign Asia Art Prize 2017
2013 Runner Up for Sovereign Asia Art Prize
2012 Nominee for Soemardja Art Award
2008 Finalist of Akili Museum of Art Award
2007 The Best 30 for West Java Painting Competition
2006 The Best 50 for West Java Painting Competition
2005 1st place for Description Writing Competition of Sri   
 Baduga Museum Collection, West Java Province Museum
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G13 Gallery identifies and collaborates with the artists that show potential, relevance, and depth in their works. 

The gallery aspires to develop synergy between artists domestically and internationally, and it achieves this through 
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