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Keren Gueller, Florence Syndrome, solo exhibition, RawArt Gallery, Tel Aviv, 2016. Photo: Lena Gomon
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The Florence

A mental disorder in which the afflicted experience
physical, behavioral, and emotional phenomena
when exposed to works of art or display spaces
such as museums, and galleries.

Symptoms may include quickened pulse, shortness
of breath, dizziness, and disorientation, as well as
delusions, violent behavior, and even death.

The medical recommendation for people suffering
from this syndrome is to avoid art displays.

Syndrome
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Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD)

A psychiatric disorder of the anxiety category,
which originates in a clearly recognizable major
event in the patient’s history.

Symptoms include obsessive-compulsive thoughts,
nightmares, rage, tremors, flashbacks, and tics. The
trauma is re-experienced uncontrollably, causing
feelings of dread and helplessness, even though the
danger or the abuse are long gone.
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A chronic active disorder of the affective
disorder category.

An invisible but persistent disorder that
appears to be a personality trait. Sufferers
experience severe sleep disorders — inability
to fall asleep and to wake up, as well as
protracted sadness and depression, eating
disorders, concentration and memory

impairment, social avoidance, and retreating.
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Dysthymia
Chronic Sadness
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Capgras Syndrome
The Impostor Delusion

A rare delusional disorder of impaired recognition
and an irrational belief that an identical-looking
impostor has replaced a friend, a parent, or a

close family member. In acute cases the sufferer
might see himself as the double. Capgras sufferers
might feel threatened by those close to them. They
observe events from a concealed spot, and may
act violently in self-defense.
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Exhibitionism
Public Exposure of the Genitals

A disorder of the paraphilia group:
unconventional and deviant sexual behavior that
disrupts daily functioning.

A repeating compulsion to expose private parts
and derive sexual enjoyment from it. The typical
mental dynamic is gratification through the
confirmation of masculinity, achieved through
the alarmed reaction of the other person.
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Munchausen Syndrome

by Proxy — MSbP

In this mental disorder the patient pretends to
require medical treatment, overstating pains
and traumas, to obtain attention and sympathy.
In extreme cases, sufferers hurt their helpless
offspring, so they could care for them and prove
their love. They satisfy their craving for attention
by creating dependency and appropriating the
role of the rescuer.
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Agoraphobia

A mental disorder of the anxiety disorder group. NTINN NIYION DINNN YOI N7NN
Chronic fear of open spaces. Stress develops .D'NINO NINI7NN 13110 TNO
upon leaving home or a safe place, causing ,NI0 DI7NN X TN NXIXT A7V D710 NYINN
dissociation, dry mouth, poor muscle tone, QINI DMWY NNN N9 WA, 71N NYINN
prickling, dizziness, and fear of dying. The cause 0D TNOT,NINININD Q112 DIXIX7Y

may be a sense of inability to control over one’s
life or change it, leading to mental, physical, and NNII1,0N1IWT7 NNYOX TX 1X D1'NA 107w 101N
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Temporomandibular
Joint Syndrome

A neurological-psychosomatic syndrome of the
anxiety disorder group. Mental stress brings on
tightening of the jaws and tooth erosion. The
pressure on the jaw joint causes pain, degeneration,
and physical and behavioral stiffness. This in turn
becomes a limiting factor in daily life, causing
anxiety, withdrawal, and mental stress.
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Depersonalization

A dissociative disorder of the anxiety and
dissociation group. The sufferer feels alienated
from his body and his mental processes.

The disorder is caused mostly by emotional,
physical, and/or sexual abuse, and its outbreak
may be a defense mechanism, intended to
protect the sufferer from negative emotions
and threatening experiences.

Disorder - DPD
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Derealization
Disorder

A dissociative disorder. The sufferer senses a change in
perceiving or experiencing the world. Familiar places
seem strange and unreal, orientation in space and
balance are impaired, emotion level is reduced, and
there’s a sense of ambiguity and dimness. The change
in perception may affect also hearing, taste, and touch.
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Somatization

A psychosomatic disorder in which the patient
displays physical symptoms that have no physical/
medical origin. They act as a defense mechanism
against psychological stress, resulting from
unresolved emotional conflicts. The patient performs
repetitive, mostly oral acts, which temporarily
relieve the mental and physical anguish
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Alien Limb

Syndrome

A rare psychiatric-neurological disorder, characterized by
alienation from one of the body’s limbs. Sufferers believe
the alien limb has its own will or it is under the control of
a hostile entity, like ademon or an evil spirit. This often
causes an urge or a violent attempt to bite or amputate
the perfectly healthy limb.
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Cotard Delusion

A neuropsychiatric disorder of self-denial. The main

symptoms are body-related delusions and hallucinations.

The patient believes he has dies, decayed, or that some
internal organs are missing. He may have extreme
delusions of body size. The disorder appears mostly in
females with no history of mental illness.
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An affective mental disorder, of the mood disorder
category, also known as manic-depressive disorder.
The patient experiences cycles of extreme mood
swings, unrelated to circumstances.

During a bout, the sufferer’s moods swing between
mania-over-elation, to depression - deep sadness
and dejection.
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Bipolar
Disorder
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”Alice-in-Wonderland”
Syndrome

The sufferer from this disorder perceives his body or 1X 0171712 130N 01770 1X 1011 DX D110 NINDONA Nj7170
parts of it a smaller or larger than they really are. JNNXN D770 01307
He may have normal body perception but senses 119112 WN 171NN ,1911 1217 70713 NWI1ON N1NY
that the limbs have changed shape and size, as did 120N DMINX DIIXTN D'XONT, 0771321 DN1IX INWN
external objects. JUNNXN DNTON NI 017173 1% D107 N7
The symptoms occur also when the eyes are closed. JINIXY DNV AWXD 01 NYNINN NIMNONN
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A mental disorder characterized by a
pathological attraction to narrow, close spaces.
The stay in the narrow place can be prolonged,
conferring a sense of calm and safety on the
sufferer.

Other symptoms might be sexual arousal when

in confined spaces, and a tendency to seclusion.
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Claustrophilia
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A compulsive mental disorder belonging

to the OCD and eating disorders group.

It includes obsessive thoughts and
regurgitation, an eating disorder. The
implications of the disorder are fatigue, poor

self-image, a need for control, perfectionism,

and a high level of anxiety.
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Rumination
Disorder
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Antisocial Personality

A personality disorder typically consisting of
encroaching on others’ rights, lack of empathy
and morals, and an impulsive, aggressive
behavior. Subcategories of the disorder are
psychopathy and sociopathy. The disorder leads
to disregard of social norms and to causing harm
to others with no sense of guilt or regret.
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A psychiatric disorder in which the
patient wishes to amputate a limb,
believing that amputation is an ideal state
for him, causing the patient to believe
that life as an amputee would be better.
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Body-integrity
Identity Disorder
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Generalized Anxiety

A chronic mental disorder. Symptoms: fast
heartbeat, headaches, dyspnea, difficulty in
concentrating, paralysis, and fear of dying.

The severe anxiety causes stress and irrational
concerns about life, affecting social functioning.
It affects the nervous system and prepares the

organism for the “freeze, fight, or flight” response.

Disorder
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Petrification and
Depersonalization Anxiety

A mental disorder manifested as a chronic sense
of a “false self”. The patient feels hollow, fears
he might turn into an object with no feelings or
thoughts, or that he is not alive. Symptoms can
appear unexpectedly: a period of dissociation
and blank staring changes to a state of stress,
irritability, fear, violence, and aggression.
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Claustrophobia

Fear of Confined Places

A mental disorder of the anxiety disorders group,
characterized by chronic fear of being in narrow,
close spaces. Stress reduces oxygen level in the
blood, enhancing the attack further. The stress
can develop into hysteria, indicated by chest
pain or pressure, shaking, nausea, dizziness,
confusion, and disorientation.
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Dermatillomania
Obsessive Skin
Picking Disorder

A mental disorder of the OCD and impulse
control group. Expressed by compulsive
scratching, to the point of self-injury. Often the
itch is not painful but, rather, associated with
excitement and relief. The phenomenon appears
as a symbolic expression of aggressive and
sexual impulses or as compensation for real loss.
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Taphephobia

fear of being buried alive

An affective mental disorder of the specific

anxiety and mood disorders category. Chronic,

uncontrollable fear of being buried alive. The
patient stays near busy routes, maintains
direct contact with the ground, becomes
apathetic and anxious. At the basis of all these
symptoms is fear of death.
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Trichotillomania (TTM)
Hair Plucking Disorder

A compulsive mental disorder belonging to the
OCD and impulse control group. The disorder is
characterized by the inability to control the urge to
pluck hair. The conspicuousness of the syndrome
causes great stress, vulnerability, and shame. The
sufferer perceives the plucking as symbolic of
powerful and aggressive internal sexual impulses.
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Othello Syndrome
Morbid Jealousy

Pathological, baseless jealousy that may lead to violence,

murder, and suicide. A mental disorder of the paranoid
disorders group, caused by a neurological pathology of
the frontal lobe. The delusions focus on a treacherous

partner but may also manifest as imagined harassment
by society or a sense of conspiracy against the patient.
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Aboulia

A mental disorder characterized by weakened willpower
and inability to make decisions or initiate actions.

The disorder includes symptoms of compulsive dependency,
abandonment anxiety, paralyzing fear, stress, and clinical
depression. Functionality in relationships and in society is
affected. In extreme cases Aboulia can lead to suicide.
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I
Jamais vu
Disorder

A mental—neuro-psychiatric disorder in which the
patient believes he is experiencing for the first time
routine moments in the present.

Symptoms: loss of short- and long-term memory,
difficulty in normative functioning in society, perception
of familiar places as strange and threatening, reduced
level of emotions, dizziness, and apathy.
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Schizoid Personality

A personality disorder that affects the most basic
of the patient’s attributes while appearing to be a
personality trait. Symptoms: impaired socializing,
dissociation, difficulty in expressing emotions
and intimacy, sexual apathy, and restlessness. A
preference for the internal world is perceived as
emotional apathy and withdrawal.
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Restless Genitals

A mental and nervous syndrome that causes
physical sensations of incessant, obsessive
sexual arousal.

Symptoms: strange sensations in or around

the genitals, including prickling, itching,
contractions, and discharges. A sensation of
oncoming orgasm lasts hours or days and is not
relieved by masturbation or intercourse.
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A severe mental disorder affecting sexual
functioning. The sufferer is subject to
auditory, visual, and mental distractions,
which also affect self-regulation.
Symptoms may include lack of sexual
desire, fear of genitals, low self-esteem,
either hyperactivity or apathy, and

numbness, which may affect relationships.
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Hypoactive Sexval
Desire Disorder
(HSDD)
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A severe mental disorder of the psychotic
disorders group. The patient loses contact
with reality, living in a fragmented, chaotic,
threatening world. He is perceived as bizarre
and irrational. Motoric symptoms quickly
change from overstimulation and obsessive-
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Catatonic
Schizophrenia

repetitive movements to emotional and sensual
numbness, which may lead to violent outbursts.
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Womb and Breast

A mental disorder that affect the male when he
becomes a father. The sufferer encourages the
babies to suck his nipples out of frustration for
not being able to be a mother. Suppressed early
memories of childhood womb envy, rooted in
identification with the father awaken with the
arrival of offspring. In extreme cases, the male
excretes milk.

Envy
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A rare mental-neurological disorder in which
the sufferer hears loud, sudden noises inside
his head. The syndrome occurs following a
traumatic experience or clinically significant
stress. The noise sounds like a powerful
explosion and may occur during waking,
sleeping, or falling asleep. It causes sleep
disorders, migraines, depression, and physical
and mental exhaustion.
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Exploding Head
Syndrome (EHS)
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Pathological Malignant

Pathological ambivalence is an acute,
protracted psychotic state that intensifies
dilemmas to the point of total inaction. The
patient is preoccupied with conflicting feelings
or thoughts, unable to choose between them.
The failure to contain contradictions leads

to fixations, inability to act physically and
emotionally, and to clinical depression.
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Mass Hysteria

Disorder

A collective mental disorder of the anxiety disorders
group. Symptoms of exaggerated or meaningless
behavior by small or larger groups, or crowds.

The phenomenon occurs mostly in isolated communities.
A somatoformic disorder in which an emotional issue
manifests as senseless, irrational repeating acts that may
cause chaos in the public sphere.
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Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder - OCD

A mental disorder characterized by intrusive,
obsessive thoughts and the repeating of rituals meant
to chase them away. The rituals relieve the anxiety
temporarily but they cause more stress. The patient is
aware of the absurdity of these thoughts and acts but
cannot stop the obsessive thinking, which bothers him
until he performs the compulsive act.
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Chromophobia

A mental disorder based on fear of color. The
patient can be in contact only with a few
colors in his food and surroundings. The effort
to abolish color, to control its power and

symbolism, signifies the attempt to control reality.

Symptoms include anxiety, weight problems, and
epotemnophilia - a desire to amputate healthy
limbs that have the wrong color.
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A mental disorder characterized by fear of
natural or artificial light, leading to seclusion,
to seeking refuge in dark places, and to going
outside only after dark. The symptoms may
worsen and develop into paralysis, including
paralysis of the breathing muscles that can
cause death.
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Photophobia
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A mental disorder of the personality disorders

group. The patient feels constantly persecuted,

manifesting distrust, hostility, grudges, and

high self-value. Symptoms resemble delusions:

shaking, high body temperature, distress,
resentment, unregulated nervous activity, and
hallucinations. Patients tend toward isolation
and suffer from pathological envy.
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Paranoia
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Conversion Disorder

A mental disorder in which the patient presents
neurological symptomsn without any neurological
or physical findings. Suppressed negative emotions
are converted into physical symptoms and simulate
a neurological event. Symptoms include movement
disorders, choking, and blindness. This very real
situation, beyond his control, causes immobility,
anguish, and stress.
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Secondary Narcissism

A mental disorder of self-cancelling. The self
crashes against an emptied ego, devoid of self-
worth. The patient is perceived as arrogant,
patronizing, self-aggrandizing, self-centered,
and lacking empathy. Despite the arrogant
appearance, he is struggling, unconsciously, with
feelings of inferiority and low self-value.
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