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During the COVID-19 pandemic, Upstream Gallery presents 
Upstream Focus, a series of single work exhibitions in our 
private viewing space. Every week we will highlight the work 
of one artist, both online as well as offline. The work is to be 
visited solely by appointment. Book your own timeslot, free of 
charge, via info@upstreamgallery.nl.

The third Upstream Focus are Marc Bijl’s Dancing in 2020 
Part I (2020), spraypaint on wood and Dancing in 2020 Part 
II (2020), spraypaint on wood. In this document we will delve 
deeper into both the works as well as the artist.



Dancing in 2020 Part I, 2020
Spraypaint on wood

60 x 50 cm



Dancing in 2020 Part II, 2020
Spraypaint on wood
60 x 50 cm



Marc Bijl is at times considered part of the ‘Radical Chic’ movement, a term coined 
by Tom Wolfe after the populist left-wing radical 1970s culture. The term, howe-
ver, also came back in the early 2000s when Marc Bijl exhibited his installations 
and works with, amongst others, Matias Faldbakken, Claire Fontaine, Jeroen 
Jongeleen, Thomas Hirshorn, Gardar Eide Einarsson, Slater Bradley, David 
Ratcliff, Banks Violette, Jonathan Meese, Terence Koh, as well as Banksy..



Marc Bijl’s Dancing in 2020 Part I & II are two sides of the same coin – 
both applicable to the year 2020. Crises of any nature can, in their essence, 
be seen through both dystopian as well as utopian predictions of the future. 
Dancing with Tears in My Eyes and Dancing by Myself, both referring to the 
song titles of 80s hits by Ultravox and Billy Idol respectively, hint at the crises 
of the 1980s and the, arguably analogous to the year 2020, uncertain outlook 
on what the future may bring. 

The artist notes that the 1980s were  a time of large uncertainty and dystopian 
predictions of what is to come… but also a time of bad B-rated movies, all of 
which Bijl watched on the first Betamax tapes 

In his works, Marc Bijl often refers to musical periods at large, wherein he 
then highlights the doom and gloom of the particular. 





Bijl: “[...] Liever ziet de kunstenaar - die dit jaar 50 wordt - zich als tijdreiziger en 
vampier.” ([...]The artist, who is turning 50 this year, would prefer to see himself 
as a time traveller and vampire)

Dutch artist Marc Bijl (1970, NL) is a highly versatile artist 
who switches as effortlessly between political activity and 
street culture as he does between the media of image, 
text and music. Bijl endeavours to expose superficialities 
and myths through his work by employing visual elements 
borrowed from punk and gothic subcultures as well as from 
anarchism. These elements can also be discerned in his later 
work: the philosophical quotes on graffiti on walls, flags in 
various renderings as well as various texts. His most recent 
work is more abstract and minimalistic, exemplifying a shift 
in approach, by which he pares down different perspectives 
and methodologies to a new essence. The crux is no longer 
the ‘symbolism’, but what that symbolism represents and 
signifies.

Bijl studied at the Royal Academy of Art & Design, 
s’Hertogenbosch (1997) and the Rennie Mackintosh School 
of Art, Glasgow (1996). The artist’s previous solo exhibitions at 
institutions worldwide, include the Groninger Museum (2012); 
Kunsthalle Fridericianum, Kassel (2009); DA2, Salamanca 
(2009); Gem Museum, Den Haag (2005); and Kunstlerhaus 
Bethanien, Berlin (2002). The artist’s work is held in numerous 
public collections internationally, including Stedelijk Museum, 
Amsterdam; Collection MUSAC, Castilla y Leon; Frac, Nord, 
Pas de Calais; Collection HVCCA, New York; Collection 
Kunstmuseum Stuttgart; Collection Gemeentemuseum, Den 
Haag; Groninger Museum; KRC Collection, The Netherlands; 
and Daskapopoulos Collection, Greece, among others.
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