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Introduction

The solo exhibition Metamorphosis by Japanese artist Sanae Takahata features an
installation of dress-shaped painted sculptures accompanied by paintings.

Takahata's latest series renders into shapes and images her deeply personal and powerful
experience of the illness and loss of a close friend. About the dress-shaped sculptures of
the Metamorphosis series, Takahata says: ‘Inside them are the time she lived through and
the life of hers | saw.’

Through fluid shapes, vibrant colors and elaborate patterns, the artworks deal with the
journeys and flows between the material and spiritual realms, and between figuration and
abstraction. Great attention was paid to the display and sequence of the artworks to respect
the artist’'s wish to follow her friend’s life journey. The installation and lighting aims at
surrounding visitors with a feeling of freshness and lightness, as if an ocean breeze was
circulating within the bright space.

Takahata often likens her sculptures to cast-off skins. Beyond the intimacy of the artworks
and their subject, the Metamorphosis exhibition invites visitors to reflect upon the many
possibilities and opportunities to evolve and reinvent one self.

The Metamorphosis series was presented in a solo exhibition part of the program of the
Yokohama Triennale 2014, and is showcased for the first time outside Japan.

Exhibition view of Metamorphosis — Homage to
Chimera Noko, Yokohama, Aug-Sep 2014
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Artist Statement
“From WEAR ME to Metamorphosis'

Nature, matters, loved ones and myself constantly change. Yet |
think that painting is like a wish and an act of weaving the
eternal time into the canvas. With the theme of ‘Change and
Impermanence’, | have been pursuing the eternal time in my
work.

The series of the dress-shaped works called WEAR ME, which |
have been creating since 2001 are entirely improvisational
paintings. Each piece is a portrait of my surface consciousness
of the time and they are also the cast-off skins that | stripped off
as | kept changing in my life. Although my central core remains
there without changing, like a post standing at the center of a
house, my surface conscious keeps changing constantly as it
responds to stimulations from the outside world. | embodied that.

| titled the first twenty-four pieces WEAR ME - Armors of Unconscious, Kabuto Helmets of Conscious. The heavy armors with layers of glass
beads and the kabuto helmets with flowers and faces of beasts were necessarily born in the midst of battles against myself and society.
Without creating these dress-shaped sculptures, | wouldn’t have been able to survive the process of self-transformation that lasted for seven
years. As | fought storms of horrific images that emerged from within myself, | portrayed my surface consciousness on the dresses, which
kept changing everyday like a kaleidoscope. To survive those hours that seemed never ending, | needed a dress as heavy as an armor.

Life changes as if it draws spirals. At some point, | started seeing the outside world that was not visible to me while | kept paying attention to
my inner world. Before | knew it, | was portraying my outer world ever since WEAR ME #25 Ryukyu Dance created in 2009. Even without
wearing the viewer-threatening helmets, the glass beads that can hurt whoever touches them or the internally installed heavy armors, my
dresses have transformed to be able to stand lightly.

And now Metamorphosis, the series | present in Hong Kong, showcases a huge transformation in terms of forms and subjects portrayed.
They are not bodies | lived in but bodies my close friend lived in. Inside them are the time she lived through and the life of hers | saw. This is
the opening of the series that is sequel to Intimate Reflections: Birth of Self Portraits (1991-1995) a series of self-portraits exhibited in 1995.

October 2014
Sanae Takahata



A0R

mur
nomade

i B - & "TWEARME | F] TREE

HAME » BEYthdy - BRI At > E2RHRESHRE —BIET  FEEI(L - K - @FVTRAE MRS - BXNER R KE
AW - W—EHPL T BT ) B A E B s AR AR -

2001 “FRiafIfERT Dress Shape {Efn&5 "WEAR ME | » £EREZEIEAIE - AL alen @ B " R EHMATE &, - 2 & mREE(b
& B PTFREERY T AR ) © TRAV LI AT IR EIE T O > e - HERBIVEHARINSTHIRIEATSE - (bfFE by s
b - THARKZ BAgit -

AW 24 W8 (M > Boffza# ks "WEAR ME - SEESRAISEH - BkAvRE ) - BHIREIEER BRI IERS T > UG « BilefERry&EsE -
) B BRI GRS 2 R R 2 W) - BRI E ARG - EEAFE CHER A LB - BRI AR R - fEHER A
AR R A BT S 2 [ > BAEAEACE — RS REENE REFRIURER - HZBENREL L - R TGN EATHEE AR 4451k
i JLEANES R AR FTH -

e R R o —E FUERAN IR - SLERRER I R FERA IERAIME SR AIREE - B2AEE - B 2009 /Y "WEAR ME
#25 FRERSER , DK - PG EE CHIIMETTR o B T OB EAIEEET » PR T e R B E AV ER - BIEEET N BN BRI - R

RERSE T 1L -

ENSTIEFHEIEFRN " Metamorphosis | 251 » RN L > BEEAEEHS OB ERIEE - BEERSENERYEEN S5 - i
TR LG EEN S - fifrEd - 2AM Y EENE > W2 ERIREN A - FE BT 1995 F£#FRNVEEZHE L] T intimate
Reflections HZ & H93E4: 1991 - 1995 | 4&45 7 P -

2014 410 A
=



A0R

mur
nomade

Foreword

The artist Sanae Takahata has been going through metamorphoses since the days of living in Paris at the age of 18. Not only does she
change through the time course but she travels back and forth between dual worlds of past and present, dreams and reality, and this life and
afterlife.

For her dress-shaped series titled WEAR ME, which she has been working on since 2001, the material that covers the surfaces has been
changed from beads to tableau, and the series has become the protean canvas to portray subjects like her state of mind and body, symbolic
flowers and space that evokes ocean floors and vast universe.

Along with the dress-shaped series, she has been showcasing wearable objects in recent years. They conjure up decorative patterns of
medieval architectures or female portraiture by Cranach from German Renaissance era.

After being deeply involved in the process of metamorphosis of life from a physical existence to a spiritual entity two years ago, she cast the
integrated two worlds into shape by surrounding a new three-dimensional work with two-dimensional works of landscapes as well as people
that exist in the border zone between dreams and reality. This is a new Sanae’s World we see for the first time in this solo show.

August 2014
Kiyoko Sawatari
Superior Researcher, Yokohama Museum of Art
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Sanae Takahata was born in Maebashi City, Gunma province, in Japan.
She lives and works in Tokyo. After graduating from high school, she
bought a one-way ticket to Paris, where she made her debut at a gallery
in 1977. She then moved to the United States and quickly signed a
contract with a New York gallery. She returned to Japan at the end of the
nineteen-eighties.

Sanae Takahata received a very exclusive invitation to present her first
series of dress-shaped painted sculptures, WEAR ME, at the Honen-in
Temple in Kyoto in 2006. Her paintings and sculptures have been
exhibited in galleries and museums around the world.

Sanae Takahata is a free spirit and an independent woman. She neither
knows borders nor belongs to any specific art circle. Her artistic practice
reflects her vision of nature, matters and people as ever-changing. Yet
she thinks ‘painting is like a wish and an act of weaving the eternal time
into the canvas.’
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Exhibition Views
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Metamorphosis — Homage to Chimera Noko, Yokohama, Aug-Sep 2014
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Sculptures



| e
nomade

A Container of Time

2014

Acrylic and glass beads on cotton
53 x20 cm
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Blue Flowers — Chinoiserie Love
2013 - 2014

Acrylic on cotton
142 x 43 cm




YY1 | or
nomade

Bodhisattva
2014

Acrylic on cotton
158 x 32 cm
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Hirado — To the piece where we
can confluent

2014

Acrylic and glass beads on cotton
108 x 41 cm
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Samarkand — A Frozen Moon
2013 - 2014

Acrylic on cotton

103 x 32 cm
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Spiritual Dalia — Life’s Explosion
2012

Acrylic on cotton

153 x43 cm
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Trance — Her Spirit Flows out from her Body
and Fills up her Living room

2012

Acrylic on cotton

142 x 43 cm
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Venice — Transformed into a Black Swallowtail Butterfly,
Taking a Bath with Gathered Evening Dew

2014

Acrylic on canvas

182 x 59 x 20 cm
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Wisteria Maiden — Breathing in Water,
Surrounded with Flowers

2012

Acrylic on cotton

146 x 43 cm



mur
nomade

Zero Point Field — Continuously Changing
the Ocean of Bubbling Energy

2014

Acrylic on cotton

173 x 87 cm
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WEAR ME #29 Spring
2012

Acrylic on canvas
145 x 45 cm
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Anastasia - Resurrection
2014

Oil on canvas

Ellipse 50.5 x 40.5 cm
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We Don’t Need Words
2014

Oil on canvas

Ellipse 50.5 x 40.5 cm
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Left image
Eve

2013

Oil on canvas
33 x33cm

Right image
Lilith

2013

Oil on canvas
33 x33cm
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Lived through the Age of Discovery
2014

Oil on canvas
Ellipse 60.6 x 50 cm
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Mingled with the Desert Nomads
2014

Oil on canvas
Ellipse 50.5 x 40.5 cm
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Transforming Spirit #2 — Traveling Ocean and Sky Traveling Ocean and Sky Transforming Spirit #1 —
Approaching Zero #2 #1 Beyond the Light
2014 2014 2014 2014
Oil on canvas Oil on canvas Oil on canvas Oil on canvas

Ellipse 50.5 x 40.5 cm Ellipse 50.5 x 40.5 cm Ellipse 60.5 x 50 cm Ellipse 50.5 x 40.5 cm
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Mandara #1

2014

Acrylic on canvas
100 x 100 cm
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Biography

Solo Exhibitions

2014-2015  Metamorphosis, Mur Nomade, Hong Kong

2014 Medieval Garden, a.m. space, Hong Kong
Metamorphosis - Homage to Chimera Noko, Support Program of the 2014 Yokohama Triennale, Galerie Paris, Yokohama, Japan
2013 Medieval Garden 2 — Eva and Lilith, Gallery Saoh, Tokyo, Japan
2012 WEAR ME - Life’s Changes and Shifts, Manggha Museum of Japanese Art and Technology, Krakow, Poland
Medieval Garden 1, Gallery Tomos, Tokyo, Japan
2011 WEAR ME - Life’s Changes and Shifts, Galerie Paris, Yokohama, Japan
2009 State-of-the-Arts Gallery, Hong Kong
2008 The Spell and The Butterflies, Gallery Saoh & Gallery Tomos, Tokyo, Japan

WEAR ME, OC Gallery, Hong Kong

WEAR ME, The Economist Gallery, The Fringe Club, Hong Kong
2006 WEAR ME, Honen-in Temple, Kyoto, Japan

WEAR ME, Galerie Omotesando, Tokyo, Japan
2002-2005 Open Studio Exhibition, Ningyocho Art Studio, Tokyo, Japan

2001 Gallery Bonoa, Naha City, Japan

1999 The Foreign Correspondents Club of Japan, Tokyo, Japan

1998 ‘Prehistoric Moon’ Artist Place Mischief, Takasaki, Japan

1997 ‘My Sister’'s Room’ Artist Place Mischief, Takasaki, Japan

1996 Intimate Reflections 1991-1995, F-ritz Art Center, Maebashi, Japan
Intimate Reflections 1991-1995, Honen-in Temple, Kyoto, Japan

1995 Intimate Reflections 1991-1995, Sagocho Exhibit Space, Tokyo, Japan

1991 ‘Tokyo series’ — Tokyo before the bubbling economy burst, The Foreign Correspondents Club of Japan, Tokyo, Japan
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1990 SEIBU Umeda LOFT, Styling Gallery, Osaka, Japan
Deep Freeze, ST Spot, Yokohama, Japan
1989 Enpoo yori kita hitobito, Gallery Saho & Gallery Tomosu, Tokyo, Japan
1988-1989  Exhibiting ‘Wearable art objects’, Seattle Museum Store and Tacoma Museum Store
1988 Insync Gallery, Seattle, U.S.A.
1987 Penryn Gallery, Seattle, U.S.A.
1985 Seeking for Tomorrow’s Face, Sagacho bis, Tokyo, Japan
Galerie Chimera, Tokyo, Japan
1984 Peaceful Place, Sagacho Exhibit Space, Tokyo, Japan
1982 Puffs from Passing Incarnations, Zoma Gallery, New York, U.S.A.
1979 Myrna Myers Gallery, Paris, France

Gumma Public Culture Center, Maebashi, Japan

Group Exhibitions

2014
2011
2009-2011
2007
2001
1996
1990

1989-1990
1988
1984
1983

JoMo News Paper Art Prize Winners Exhibition, Takasaki City Gallery, Japan

Hope, Gallery Saoh & Gallery Tomos, Tokyo, Japan

State-of-the-Arts Gallery, Hong Kong

Wearable Art Exhibition, Gallery Saoh, Tokyo, Japan

Tokyo International Learning Community Art Auction, Australia Embassy, Tokyo, Japan
Phillip Morris Art Award Exhibition, Tokyo, Japan

Galerie Chimera, Tokyo, Japan

ligen Muse, F.R.P. sculptures sponsored by Taiyo Kogei Company, Travelling exhibition in Tokyo, Osaka, Fukuoka, Japan
Neo Persona Gallery, New York, U.S.A.

Masks, Hartness-Schools Gallery, Seattle, U.S.A.

Japan Festival, Bloomingdale Department Store, New York, U.S.A.

Japan Dynasty ‘83, John Wanamaker Department Store, Philadelphia, U.S.A.
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Arcadia Chelsea Space Show, Sponsored by Arcadia Chelsea Company, New York, U.S.A.
1981 Zoma Gallery, New York, U.S.A.
1979 Le Salon, Grand Palace, Paris, France
1978 Le Salon, Grand Palace, Paris, France
1977 Salon d’Automne, Grand Palace, Paris, France
Myrna Myer Gallery, Paris, France
Awards
1996 Jyomo Art Prize, Sponsored by Jyomo Newspaper Company, Japan

Publications

2010 Women and the Arts, ed. Rebecca Jennison and Soko Miki, Daisan Shokan
1995 Y.O.U.A.LL (A.NATA.TA.CHI) - Healing from Ego, Chizuko Ueno, NHK Book
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Unit 1606, 16/F, Hing Wai Centre
7 Tin Wan Praya Road
Aberdeen, Hong Kong

Tel: +852 2580 5923

Email: info@murnomade.com

www.murnomade.com



