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Introduction

Valéry Grancher conceived Regression as both a staging and an experience of the jungle. It is the continuation in Hong Kong of ‘The Shiwiars
Project’ he initiated a decade ago when he lived in immersion with the Shiwiar tribe of Amazonia for one month.

After his expedition, Valéry Grancher created the series of watercolour paintings Amazon (Régression) using drops of dew he had collected in
the Amazon rainforest, and he presents them for the first time to the public in this exhibition, playing ironically with a multitude of clichés.

In the exhibition space, potted tropical plants allude to the enigmatic installations of Surrealist artist Marcel Broodthaers (1924 - 1976), known
for questioning the very nature of art and institutions. Moreover, Valéry Grancher decided to juxtapose neatly framed paintings displayed on the
wall - as one would expect in a gallery space - side by side with installations where the paintings are left unframed to become again sheets of
paper and are incongruously placed on music stands. Ultimately, visitors are left pondering whether the exhibition is an invitation to appreciate
the rhythm and musicality of beautiful artworks or to regard them as objects within other objects.

The recordings of ‘anent’ chants add one more interpretative layer. In the Amazon jungle, Shiwiar women sing those poems or literary
compositions to communicate with the spirits inhabiting the plants they cultivate. Played at normal voice level in the exhibition space, they
create a strong feeling of presence and at the same time, they contrast radically with the ultra-modern urban environment of Hong Kong.

At the end of the exhibition, Valéry Grancher puts in perspective the fabricated ‘tropicality’ of the potted plants and the colourful pictorial
representations of the jungle with actual images of the Amazon rainforest captured in his video. Again the artist presents his work in a
confusing and ironic manner by projecting footages of life in the immense Amazonia on the wall of a small enclosed area, kept scrupulously
tidy and minimalist, almost clinical.

For Valéry Grancher, the jungle is ‘an organic disorder that caresses you, of which even the air is matter’. Willing to complement the exhibition
with a sensory and aesthetical experience of the forest, and to connect Hong Kong and the Amazon jungle, the artist accompanied a group
through a walk on Lamma Island, with sporadic encounters of performers along the way. The performance also intended to create,
unconsciously, a form of harmony within the group of unrelated people, a social behaviour along the line of the ideal model of idiorrhythmy
developed by Roland Barthes. The Lamma Island performance was an open and collaborative work based on cross-disciplinary exchanges. It
was created thanks to the inspiring participations of Lalie Choffel, Caroline Ha Thuc, Cédric Maridet and Alice Rensy.

Regression is part of the 2015 edition of Le French May festival in Hong Kong.
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Artist’s Statement
Jungle:

At night the sights, sounds and smells of the jungle continue to haunt me in my sleep. Because it is the only place | know of where you can
easily find a view, a panorama where nothing reveals a glimpse of human intervention, not even the shimmering white lines drawn by our jets
in the skies.

Just you, facing an organic disorder that caresses you, of which even the air is matter: its moisture, its density, its oxygenated richness
caresses your body and your lungs in such a sensual way.

| can’t describe the sensation one feels when, as night falls, you take your bath in the river facing upstream with its banks growing tall and
dark and disappearing in the twilight and misty limbo coming off the peaks.

Not from black, but from the cocoa color of the water, to cerulean blue veering toward the outposts of the sky, dripping on the jade green,
porphyry, emerald and sapphire veins of the forest, you feel communion and fullness: no mental torment, no anxiety, just you, one body
amongst others, a small life lost in the immense biodiversity, and a cheerful humility comes over you.

In all my life I've never smelled such pure air, not a cloying smell, just the organic perfume of the plants, the musk of the animals, and the
ambient humidity, which has its own particular flavor when we deign to open our mouth and stick out our tongue like the little Shiwiar children
do.

Given these impressions, | kept telling myself to what extent Henri (Le Douanier) Rousseau with "the snake charmer" had so successfully
been able to convey all this pictorially without ever having visited such places

Night:

Night is always fascinating, or amazing even, nocturnal noises frighten, the forest in our land is peopled with trolls, demons, and becomes
hostile...

As for the Amazon, she waits for you with outstretched arms and rolls out the symphony of her fauna, which is different every day and
musical, and always and forever more mesmerizing, to the point of obsession...

Valéry Grancher
The Shiwiars Project
2005
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The Shiwiars Project
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Exhibition view of Regression
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Exhibition view of Regression
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Exhibition view of Regression
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Exhibition view of Regression
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Performance on Lamma Island, Hong Kong, on 17" May 2015, with the participations of
(clockwise from top left) Cédric Maridet, Caroline Ha Thuc, Alice Rensy and Lalie Choffel.
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The Shiwiars
2005

Video

25 mins
Edition of 3
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Amazon Aesthetic Regression
2015

Watercolour with dew drops
collected in Amazonia on 300 g
bamboo paper, nickel platted music
stand and potted plant

Dimensions variable
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Amazon (Régression)
2011

Amazon Régression
2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

51.2x65cm

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

495 x56.3cm
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Amazon (Régression) Amazon (Régression)

2011 2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

36 x 48 cm 36 x 48 cm
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Amazon (Régression)
2011

Amazon Régression
2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

36 x 48 cm

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

36 x 48 cm
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Amazon (Régression)
2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

36 x 48 cm

Amazon (Régression)

2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper
36 x 48 cm
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Amazon (Régression)
2011

Amazon (Régression)

2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected in
Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

36 x 48 cm

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

36 x 48 cm
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Amazon (Régression)

2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper
36 x 48 cm

Amazon (Régression)
2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

38.9x48 cm
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Amazon (Régression)
2011

Amazon (Régression)

2011

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper
36 x 48 cm

Watercolour with dew drops collected
in Amazonia on 300 g bamboo paper

36 x 48 cm



a0R

mur
nomade

Az;/.

Born in 1967, Valéry Grancher
is a French artist, theorist,
curator and lecturer, living and
working in Hong Kong. He
graduated from Paris National
Academy of Fine Arts (Ecole
Nationale Supérieure des
Beaux-Arts de Paris) in 1995
with a master in hypermedia
and visual arts.

He first became well know in
the mid-1990s for his ‘Google

paintings’ but his artistic
practice is vast and covers
internet art, video, painting,

photography and installation.
Valéry Grancher is an explorer.
His curiosity leads him to
investigate  all kKinds  of
territories such as the intimacy
of AIDS patients, orbital space
stations, the daily life of a Jivaro
tribe in Amazonia, or the North
Pole.

In 2014, the French public
collection National Fund for
Contemporary  Art, National
Centre for Visual Arts (FNAC)
acquired his video installations
Geopol (a 24-hour tracking shot

of the horizon at the North Pole)

and Tanguntsa (a 6-hour shot in
deep Amazonia).

Valéry Grancher was a winner
of ‘La Villa Médicis Hors les
Murs’ for Japan, AFAA (video
board, new  technologies),
France, in 1998, and a finalist of
‘Internationaler
Videokunstpreis’, international
award for video, Zentrum fur
Kunst und Medientechnologie,
Karlsruhe, Germany, in 1995,

Valéry Grancher’s work is in
private and public collections
worldwide, and he has
exhibited and given
performances in institutions
including: Espace d’Art
Concret, Mouans  Sartoux,
France (2008, 2007), Musée
des Beaux Arts, Nimes, France
(2008), New Langton Art
Center, San Francisco, U.S.A.
(2008, 2002), Pacific Film
Archive Berkeley Art Museum,
Berkeley, U.S.A. (2007, 2001),
New Museum of Contemporary
Art, New York, U.S.A. (Rhizome
2007), Palais de Tokyo, Paris,
France (performance and solo
exhibition, 2006, 2005), Musée
d’Art Moderne Centre Georges
Pompidou, Paris, France (2005,
2004, 2002), MAMCO, Musée
d’Art Moderne et Contemporain,
Geneva, Switzerland (2004,
2005), Musée d’Art Moderne de
la Vile de Paris, ARC, Paris,

France (2004), Fondation
Cartier pour I'Art
Contemporarin, Paris, France

(1999, 1998).

HIZE A 19674, Valéry Granchersi&
—ALiEEEIT R, HERE. REA
Ko s bl BLR A UE A TE 0 AR,

1995 4F 7 ¥£ 8] 35 7 £ it (Ecole
Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-

Arts de Paris) Huf5 A s K& 1 &
BT RE 1 BT,

Hp 4 ERTEQOFER P AIMER T
Google paintings]) , i EERH
SN AIERIRE, ARSI, &
. ., WwEREE, Valéry
Grancherj& —fE &g &, ALy 4f
AL A T E A R RO,
1 hn 22 5509 BB 2 RO BLE . L
PR Z2 %5 7 B AR RS o A B R
(Jivaro) V&Y H & ARS8 %
Valéry Grancher A 10984 45 j#
HAH) [La Villa Médicis Hors les
Murs] FIEEIR) AFAA (FEBHK,
FrELEE ) 5 At 19954F A 124 5]
1 748 O B9 A O B O
SR BRI PR 2 1 AN HE B R B 2N
o

4, 5B % National Fund for
Contemporary  Art, National
Centre for Visual Arts (FNAC) Uk
ik 1 Y 5245 48 & Geopol (247
W 717 1 AL Fis t V- AR 0 2 1R ) K
Tanguntsa (6/)N s 11 18 75 1S 3% %
JRAEAR)
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Espace d’Art Concret (2008,

2007 ) ; ik B JB # Musée des
Beaux Arts (2008) ; £ =
New Langton Art Center (2008,
2002) ; ZEE{A A Pacific Film
Archive Berkeley Art Museum (
2007, 2001) ; FE[EIFRA BT 2L
s (Rhizome 2007) ; i
B B U (R M fEL R, 2006,
2005) ; k5 B Lk
I2i] |2 7. LA 257 2297 (2005, 2004
, 2002) ; EHi+t H N K Musée
d’Art Moderne et Contemporain
MAMCO, (2004, 2005) ; E#%
BB, 1A BB E RS
(2004) ; 5B M A am AR
Bl EE4® (1999, 1998)
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Valéry Grancher

REGRESSION

Opening Reception HE

Saturday, 9 May 2015, 4pm - 6pm
BN, 205410 9 H, T4 4 KiE 6 K

Venue HiZt

Mur Nomade

Unit 1606, 16/F, Hing Wai Centre
7 Tin Wan Praya Road
Aberdeen, Hong Kong

FEPEF T EEESHE 7 SRBE T 16 #1606 =

Exhibition Period B & H #i

9 May - 30 June 2015
20565 H9 HE6 H 30 H

Enquiry &&#

info@murnomade.com

Special Thanks %53

Lalie Choffel
Caroline Ha Thuc
Cédric Maridet
Alice Rensy

Edmund Leung

Charmaine Ching
Raymond Lam

Consulate General of France in Hong Kong & Macau



