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Soledad Salamé creates evocative works that reflect her passion for the 

earth’s natural resources. In her paintings, prints, photographs, and 

large-scale immersive installations, Salamé channels the energy and 

beauty of water, plant, and animal life to produce works that speak of 

global forces on both a micro and macro level. Organic forms often 

merge with digital referents, injecting Salamé’s seductive imagery with 

sobering concerns about alarming environmental science and the  

escalating presence of technology.

At the core of Salamé’s practice is a keen intellectual curiosity about the 

natural world and a love of research and discovery. Her interests have led 

her to the threatened forests of the Amazon, to the melting icebergs of 

Antarctica, and back home to the thousands of miles of eroding Maryland 

coastline. These visceral and awe-inspiring encounters with nature and 

first-hand experiences of the effects of climate change stir Salamé’s 

passion and inspire her forms. 

In some of her most recent works, Salamé has focused her attention on 

the effects that global warming has on rivers, lakes, and oceans and 

what the future may look like if climate change is not addressed in our 

lifetime. Sinking islands in the Pacific, disappearing coastlines in the 

United States, and changing weather patterns around the globe, have all 

become Salamé’s ardent concerns and the source material for recent 

work. Satellite imagery from Google Earth and infrared images from 

weather research labs, for example, have become a significant part of her 

research and have found their way into her visual language producing 

works such as My Precious Islands (2009), Atmospheres in Blue (2010), and 

the recent large-scale installation Where do you Live?: Three Thousand 

Miles of Maryland Coastline (2009). 

In Salame’s most recent work entitled Barcodes (2010), technology moves 

from serving as her research and image-sourcing tool, to the subject  

of her work. In this series of silk-screened images on metal panels, the 

delicate shapes of small sinking islands are overtaken by a digitally 

produced and ever-expanding grid of a barcode. Distorting and 

abstracting with each panel, the barcode spreads out across each image, 

asserting the intensifying role of technology in our lives and its effects on 

the natural world. A ubiquitous machine-readable carrier of data, the 

barcode becomes the digital equivalent to the dna code of every living 

organism. Executed in eerie hues of acid green, Salamé’s Barcodes leaves  

us wondering which force – nature or technology – will prevail in the 

end and whether we even have a say in the matter.

irene Hofmann
direCtor, ConteMporAry MuseuM, BAltiMore



atmospheres in Blue i

2009

Monoprint, silkscreen, solar etching

25 ∞ 34 inches

atmospheres in Blue ii

2009

Monoprint, silkscreen, solar etching

25 ∞ 34 inches



atmosphere in Gold i (left)

atmosphere in Gold ii (center, detail)

atmosphere in Gold iii (right)

2009

Monoprint, silkscreen, solar etching

20½ ∞ 22½ inches each



Barcodes (detail overleaf)

2010

silkscreen on aluminum

21 ∞ 30 inches each

63 ∞ 90 complete installation





Breeze on clouds i

2009

Monoprint, silkscreen, solar etching

22 ∞ 30 inches

cloud map in orange

2009

Monoprint and solar etching

22 ∞ 30 inches



ripples i (top left)

ripples ii (top right)

ripples iii (bottom left, detail)

ripples Vi (bottom right)

2009

Mixed Media and silkscreen on Canvas

36 ∞ 36 inches each



Venice ii

2008

digital print on Aluminum

16 ∞ 24 inches each
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Barcodes (detail)

2010

9 panels, silkscreen on aluminum

21 ∞ 30 inches each

63 ∞ 90 complete installation


