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“BUG SOLDIER # 29799"
Mixed media on canvas
30 x 50 cm, 2013
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“BUG SOLDIER # 16 # 495 # 1278"
Mixed media on canvas
180 x 150 cm, 2012
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“BUG SOLDIER # 73 # 74"
Mixed media on canvas
30 x 30 cm, 2013
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“BUG SOLDIER # 7719"
Mixed media on canvas
30 x 30 cm, 2013
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“BUG SOLDIER 7813"
Mixed media on canvas
30 x 30 cm, 2013
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“BUG SOLDIER # 8963"
Mixed media on canvas
125 x125 c¢m, 2012
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“BUG SOLDIER # 11714"
Mixed media on canvas
125 x125 c¢m, 2012
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“BUG SOLDIER # 43701 # 43702 # 43703"
Mixed media on canvas
220 x 180 cm, 2012
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“BUG SOLDIER # 88 # 89"
Mixed media on canvas
135x 135 cm, 2012
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“BUG SOLDIER #59742"
Mixed media on canvas
125x125 cm, 2013
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“Newsflash from Syria # 1-25"
Mixed media and collage on canvas

150 x 200 cm, 2012
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ZENA ASSI
Bom in 1974, Lebanon, Zena Assi lives and works in Beint,

Regardess of any analysis, judgment or speculation conceming fhe Arab Uprising regandiess of all e
tens of thousands of pages willen on e matter, debaling i, endorsing or doubling it, e common
man's reality remains intact ; the common man unwamed, ungrepaned, sometimes unwilling is Deing
dragged from his reguiar daily job or routine and shoved into an unnehearsed, unimaginable condition
{ransformed info a soldier, a sniper, a killer and a victim, without any prior formudation, military training
oF psychological aptitude to face the horrific violenos of Such turbulences. We, the oulside borders'
world, simply hear the nevws about the injured, the raped and the idlled day after day ... until somehow
wit gt acowstomed to the members of the victims , wha in tum and over Tme ane transformed inside e
mind of the masses into mere numbers, their individual lives lose its usual value, ey de in e
hundreds, then the thousands ., Tey take bess and less space in the world media. As time passes, and
with this phenomenon of no tangible reaction from e workd watching from adistance, no real interfer-
ence 10 5iop the bloodshed, e human nature gels accustomad to e unfimess, the brutality, e
mitsery and the vislence ... and these men tumed soldiers, start growing on Twir backs a fragile insect
wing. A metamorphosis occurs, a skow mutation takes place and they become insignificant baug
soldiars, with their numbers as their only strength,

Are v witnessing Kalka 's Metamorphasis, or Golding's Lord of the Fies? Are we obser ving the frighten-
ing parody of man's reéburn to the state of darkness from which it ook him howsands of years to
emenge, or is it ondy a ransitory moment of disintegration under The pressure of raw natung?

s sl graduated with hanors from 1'Academie Libanaise des Beaw: Arts (ALBA), worked in advertising for
twooyears and taught in different universities Her confemporary workon canvas draws inspiration from
tha redations and conflicts between e individual and his spatial anvinonment, society and its Surmound-
ings. The arist uses vanious supparts and mediums to document and explore the cultural and social
changes of her cowntry. Her work takes shape in instalkation, animation, sculptune, and mainby palntings
Y GRS .
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She has been present in the saln d'automne of the Sursock museum Beirut Lebanon, since 2006
where she received the prize ‘mention speciale du jury’ in 2000, She also won the BMW, mini coopar's
S0th anniversary, best design for the middle east', 2000. Her work was repeatedly auctioned in
Christie’s Dubal and Sotheby's London, i part of the Barjedl art foundation Sharjah UAE, the ALBA
University, the Aoude collection and took part in T 12th Caino biennale in 2011.

Assi has exhibited in sodo as well a8 collective shows across Eunope, fhe Middie East, and Norfhem
Amenica including- Salon d'Aulomne Sursock Musesm {Beirul Lebanorn), Alwane gallery ({Beinut
Letanon), Arsawa gallery {Dubal LAE), Zoom (Miami USA), Contemparabia Dome {Beirut Lebanon),
Parts Abu Dhabi art fair (Abu Dhabi UAE), 12 Cairo Biennale (Cairo Egyp), Albareh galiery (Adiya
kingdom of Bahrain), Shubbak {London LK), Menasan faic Bial (Baint Lebanon) , Rebirth Beirut Exhibd-
tion Genier {Beirut Lebanoni, Abu Dhabi art fair (dbu Dhabd UAE), Subtitied Apeal Royal college of art
{London UK, Espace Claude Lemand {Parks France), Contempaorary Art Platiorm Gallery Space {Huwait),
and Overture Show of Contemporary At (Miami USA).

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS

» 2002 Still Nature - Sodo - Arl Savea - Dubal - UAE

® N 2 The Lebanase Creations 1959, 2012 - Paris - Franos

= 201 2 000 salon O automne musse sursock — Bainud - Lebanan

= 2011 Sublitles - Royal College of Art — Londaon - UK

= 3011 Omissions selactives - Sodo - Alwane Gallery - Baind - Lebanon
= 2011 300 salon & automne musbe sursock - Beirut - Lebanon

» 2011 Shubbak - London - UK

* 301 Menasart Fair - Betrut - Lebanon

» 2011 Abu Dhabi Art Fair - Abu Dhabi - UAE

= 2011 Rebirth - Beirut Exhibition Genter - Beint - Lebanon

= 2010 Cityphilia - Solo - Manama - Bahrain

+ 2010 Biennale of Cairo - Cairo - Bgypt

= 2010 Zoom - Miami— USA

« 2010 Mass Movement - Solo - Art Sawa, Dubai - UAE

= 000 Albu Ddhabi Art Fair - Abu Dhabd - UAE

« 2009 Un peu de Beyrouth - Solo - Alwane Gallery - Beirut - Lebanon
= 000 )0 salon o automne musee sursock - Bieru - Lebanaon, prive; mention
& 200 Pubdic Space - Art Sawa - Soio - Dubai - UAE

= M08 Regands d'artistes Ml - Alwane - Beindt - Lebanon

= 2008 Cite et citading ahwane - Beinut - Lebanon

= 208 Regards d’arlistes Il - Alvane Gallery - Beind - Lebanon

+ 208 Creative Expressions - Art Sava — Dubal - UAE

» 008 Art Raris Abu Dhabi art fair - Abu Dhabi - UAE

& 2008 Opening - Art Sawa — Dubal - UAE

= 008 Cité el Citadins - Alwane Gallery — Bairut - Lebanon

& 2008 Xl Salon o Automne - Musée Sursock - Lebanon

* 006 Collectv e IEx hibdtion - Almane Galley — Beirut - Lebanon

« 2006 00 Salon o Aulomne - Musée Sursock - Lebanon

= 205 XX Salon d' Automng - Musée Sursock - Lbanon
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