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Emerging Artists from North II

Soldiering on in Piercing Cold

Sun Xiaotong

Referring to northeast China, the first thing that comes
into people’s mind is the special climate there: the
piercing cold winter with the frosty scene and earth
covered by grey mist. In the long and heavy winter,
people are wrapped up with thick clothes, observing
any tiny changes with glowing and teary eyes and
quietly and peacefully waiting for the short warm
season. It might be because of the environment
in low temperature that the works of artists from
northeast China are in cooler tones. It shows not
only in the colors, but also in the theme, emotions
and atmosphere. There’s obviously calm and sharp
temperament from the artworks, like a state of
indifference, leaving the audiences think about their
own status deeply and silently after long stare.

The thematic exhibition named Emerging Artists
from North has been successfully held for two years.
Emerging Artists from North II this year is co-
organized by Pata Gallery and Mountain Art Beijing
& Frank Lin Art Center, collecting the artworks of
young artists born in 1970s and 1980s including Liu
Zining, Chang Liang, Zheng Hongxiang, Li Yan,
Huang Jinling, Cheng Yong and Feng Ye. Besides of
being born in the same period, the young artists all
graduated from Luxun Academy of Fine Art, which
i1s the most important fine art institute in northeast
China. It is famous for its realistic painting skills and
showing strong sense of social concern; at the same
time it emphasizes on the depth and inner meaning




of artworks. Under these circumstances, we could
easily understand why we don’t see flaunting of
techniques or abstract concept. On the contrary, with
sophisticated realistic painting skills, the artists are
carefully creating various scenes full of symbols;
in the real yet surrealistic paintings, there’s clearly
living state of certain people in our times: frustration,
ridicule, strangeness, vague, alienation, loneliness,
cruelty, beauty...It seems that the paintings are
carrying the indescribable fable of the times, pushing
audiences into self-examination and to ultimately find
deep memories in the both familiar and unfamiliar.

On the other hand, the generation born in 1970s and
1980s were brought up in a society with dramatic
changes — the changes of politics, economics, social
and family structure have brought in great difference
in their mental status and values from their previous
generation. In terms of art, they are not interested
in the theme of political symbols or grand narrative
theme, but in the theme of self-discovery. They do
not care much about the epic history while the events
around them and their influence to people are their
main focus; thus in their paintings, the human-self
is the source of creation. No matter if it’s human or
a person in a grand scheme of things, it shows the
artists’ concern to people, which is undoubtedly reflect
their own status.

While they all concern about self-exploration, the

young artists from northeast China show difference in
styles than artists from other areas of China. Less of
the turmoil and flauntation, the artists who graduated
from Luxun Academy of Fine Arts prefer a calm and
introverted way — they might not seemed stand out
at first, but they impressed people with after image
that lingers. All these have a lot to do with their
solid painting skill. The strong academic training
has endowed them with strong realistic techniques;
and the emphasis on details and overall atmosphere
have helped the young artists create delicate pictures.
Under close examination, every detail seems to
coordinate with the overall picture, and the pictures
seemed full of stories and metaphors that are real and
surreal.

Amongst the artists from the exhibition, Liu Zining,
Zheng Hongxiang, Huang Jinling and Cheng
Yong took “Human” as the subject matter. What’s
interesting is they take different approach to depict
“Human”. Liu Zining simplified his paintings with
simple color tone and simple composition. It seemed
to be young lady at the first glance, while in this pure
and clear state, it’s trying to fight against the endless
turmoil in the world. With the idea of historical
legacy of the past V.S. the dramatic changes of
the present, Liu Zining’s paintings are like fables,
reminding people the possibility of peaceful thinking.
Different from the subtle and restraint of Liu Zining’s
works, the series of artworks of Zheng Hongxiang,




subjected “Dreams”, are eccentric and strange. The
cartoon figures, supposed to be the symbols of joy
and celebration, are placed in the theme of violence
and disasters, showing absurdity and helplessness,
reminding people of the cruel reality under the
false beauty. The young ladies in Huang Jinling’s
paintings are like silhouette pictures from magazines
— they are gorgeously dressed with good looking,
showing loneliness in the society with cold gestures
and expressions, which reveals the social alienation
through a graceful yet solitary way. Cheng Yong’s
paintings are presented with a sense of surrealism
with time and space interlaced. Quite often, figures
are frozen in time in a classical setting, and viewers
cannot see their facial expressions, but can only
imagine the artist’s intention from the external

constructions and subjects. However, the artist is
obviously not intended to provide any answer. His
painting is like a question mark to evoke your endless
self-exploration.

Though not taking human as the main subject matter,
Chang Liang, Li Yan and Feng Ye still show concern
for humanity. Bubbles and cities are the main theme
in Chang Liang’s paintings; they reflect the rise and
fall of human being and its culture. Between the real
and surreal, the bubble symbolizes the transmigration
of the world; while from the microscopic view, the
artist s trying to study, to discover the macrography
of the time and existence. Li Yan has depicted scenes

where many events happened, yet he’s not intended
to reproduce the event or to take the narrative way
as the thematic expression. The thing that interests
him most is the visual conflict from the events, as the
battles, chaos, disasters and unusual angles of view
are reminding people the authenticity of the events
through his paintings. In Feng Ye’s artworks, there is
an obvious imaginative aura; no matter if it’s scenes,
figures or animals, they create an illusion that they all
just come off the stage, which exhibiting the painter’s
poetic romance.

No matter if it’s about characteristics, plots or
subjects, the young artists from northeast China have
created intimate remarks for the present reality and
evoked people’s thinking with different approach.
Coming from the cold cities, Emerging Artists from
North II is like an uproaring cool breeze, providing
you an atmosphere for calm meditation in this noisy
modern life, thus helping you perceive all kinds of
metaphors in the life with more acuity.
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1974 Born in Huludao, Liaoning
2001 Graduates from Lu Xun Fine Arts Academy Bachelor’ s Degree
2006 Graduates from Lu Xun Fine Arts Academy Departmetn
of Oil Painting (Master Degree)
2006- 2007 Teached at Lu Xun Fine Arts Middle School

Solo Exhibition
2010 Retracing Steps— —Feng Ye'’s Solo Exhibition in Singapore, Y2ARTS, Singapore

Group Exhibition
2007 Embarks— —Shanghai Youth Art Exhibition from Here,
Tembusu Art Gallery, Singapore
2008 Solo exhibition, The World of Mei Lanfang, Lukisan Art Gallery, Singapore
2008 Modern China 08, Lukisan Art Gallery, Singapore
2008 3rd Beijing International Art Biennale, Beijing
2008 2nd International Art Expo Malaysia 2008, Malaysia
2009 10 Contemporary Artists— —Group Exhibition, Y2ARTS, Singapore
2010 4th International Art Expo Malaysia 2010, Malaysia
2011 Persistent, ION Art Gallery, Singapore
2011 bth International Art Expo Malaysia 2011, Malaysia
2012 Emerging Artists from North | Pata Gallery, Shanghai
2012 Emerging Artists from North ~, Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center



Yayoi Kusama
-Waking of Insects
60cm x 70cm

Oil on Canvas
2011




Damocles
160cm x160cm
Oil on Canvas
2010




Knight

of Romantic
-Dressage
120cm x145¢cm
Oil on Canvas
2011
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Feng Ye

Pina Bausch
116¢cm x 78cm
Oil on Canvas
2012




1977
1998-2002
2002-2005

2007
2008 _ Moronokiang
2009
2010
2011

2002

2004

2004

2005

2007

2008 Emerson
2008 —_—



2008
2009
2010
2010
2011
2012
2012
2012

Wedel Fine Art

Douglas F. Cooley Memorial Art



1977 Born in Jilin province Currently living and working in Beijing
1998 —2002 Graduated from the 3 rd workshop of Luxun Academy of FineArts BA
2002 —2005 Graduated from the 3 rd workshop of Luxun Academy of FineArts  MA

Solo Exhibitions

2007 Accident, Platform China, Beijing

2008 Quotidian Truths -Paintings by LiYan, Moronokiang Gallery, Los Angeles
2009 Snippet, Yamamoto Gendai Gallery, Tokyo

2010 Accidents, Ling Galerie, Berlin

2011 The Catastrophic World— —A Chinese Paints Our Age, Ling Galerie, Berlin

Selected Exhibitions
2002 Graduation Exhibition of Eight Fine Arts Academies, Hexiangning Art Museurm
2004 Zhenxing Northeast Industry District Fine Arts Exhibition, Liaoning Art Museum
2004 The 10th National Fine Arts Exhibition— —Qil Painting Exhibition

Guangdong Art Museum
2005 The 2nd Chengdu Biennale, Chengdu Contemporary Art Museum, Chengdu
2007 Beijing Lightning Factory First Exhibition, Beijig lightning factory, Beijing
2008 Self— —Experience— —Young Artists Group Show, Platform China, Beijing



2008
2008
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2012
2012

China Trifft Berlin, Emerson Gallery, Berlin

Fear, Wedel Fine Art, London

The Revolution Continues: New Art From China, Saatchi Gallery, London

CHINA URBAN, Douglas F. Cooley Memorial Art Gallery, Reed College, Portland
Emerging Artists from North, Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing
Prague Action, China Czech Contemporary Museum, Beijing

Yan Li— —Li Yan: Two Sides of a Mirror, Embassy of The Czech Republic, Beijing
Emerging Artists from North | Pata Gallery, Shanghai

Emerging Artists from North ~, Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center
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LiYan

Event

18cm x 27¢cm
Acrylic on Canvas
2011







Event
80cm x120cm
Oil on Canvas
2012
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Li Yan

shippet

350 x 25cm
Installation
2012
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Chang Liang

1982
2006
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2009
2009
2011
2011
2011
2012
2012
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1982 Born in Chaoyang City, Liaoning Province China

2006 Graduated from Luxun Art Academy Department of Oil Painting

2006 The Chinese Gradution Exhibition, Today Art Musuem, Beijng China

2009 Recieve Master of Fine Art from Luxun Art Academy Department of Oil Painting
2009 Under Current Art Conteomporary Group Exhibtion, Shenyang, China

2011 Trio Exhbition, Beijng 798 Force Gallery, China

2011 The Singular Point— —Group Exhbition, Huaitie Time Art, Beijing China

2011 My Own Game was collected by White Rabbit Contemporary Chinese Art Collection
2012 Emerging Artists from North II , Pata Gallery, Shanghai

2012 Emerging Artists from North I , Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing
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Chang Liang

Abandoned and Left
200cm x 160cm

Oil on Canvas

2011
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Chang Liang

Another Night
130cm x 130cm
Oil on Canvas
2011
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Liu Zining
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2004 The 3rd Liaoning Province Art Exhibition

2004 The 2nd Session of Liaoning Province Youth Art Exhibition

2005 Landscape Biography Gallery Exhibition, Shanghai

2006 Graduated from Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts

2006 The Other Side and This Side, China Red Star Gallery, Beijing

2007 Art Contemporary in Spain, Spain

2007 Eighty Art Exhibition, NY Art Beijing, Beijing

2007 Central Railway International Art City Art Exhibition, Beijing

2008 345 °— —Jingzhe Contemporary Art Recommended Exhibition, Shanghai
2008 Art 8 Art Gallery China and South Korea Art Exchange Exhibition, Beijing
2008 Art Beijing, Beijing

2008 The Pavillon Art Design Fair, Paris

2009 GREEN Contemporary Art Fair, Beijing

2009 Heart-like Face, 798 Art Festival, Beijing

2010 Beijing 2010 Poly Spring Auction, Beijing

2010 Beijing 2012 Poly Autumn Auctions, Beijing

2011 Song Zhuang Art Festival, Beijing

2012 Emerging Artists from North |, Pata Gallery, Shanghai

2012 Emerging Artists from North , Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing
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Liu Zining

Smile of Flower
135cm x 90cm
Oil on Canvas
2008 - 2009
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Liu Zining

Red City- 3
195cm x 135cm
Oil on Canvas
2009 - 2010
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Liu Zining

Red City- 9
195cm x 135¢cm
Oil on Canvas
2009 - 2010
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1983
2006
2006
2007
2008
2009
2009
2009
2009
2010
2010
2010
2010
2010
2010
2010
2011
2011
2011
2012
2012
2012

Born in LiaoNing Gaizhou City, China

Graduated from Lu Xun Art academy Department of Oil Painting

The Chinese Graduation Exhibition, Beijing Today Art Museum, Beijing

Solo Sound— —The New Generatino of 6 Artists Show, Beijing 9 Cube Art Museum
The Lost Exhibitions, tour around cities

Shang Hai Contemporary 2009, Shanghai

2009 Art Basel Miami, Miami USA

10Years the New Century, Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts Graduation Artists Exhibition
BOX— —Zheng Hong Xiang Solo Exhibition, Pata Gallery, Beijing

2010 Contemporary Artists Exhibition, 5 element gallery, Beijing

Art Fiera Art First, Bologna, Italy

Young Art Taipei 2010, Taipei

Asia Top Gallery Hotel Art Fair 2010, Hong Kong

ShContemporary 2010, Shanghai China

Fable— —Zheng Hong Xiang Solo Exhibition, Pata Gallery, Taipei

Emerging Artists from North, Pata Gallery, Beijing

Art Revolution 2011, Taipei

Scam-Zheng Hong Xiang Solo Exhibition, Pata Gallery

An Absurd Scam-Zheng Hong Xiang Solo Exhibition, SH Contemporary 2011

Arte Fiera Bologan 2012

Emerging Artists from North  , Pata Gallery, Shanghai

Emerging Artists from North ~, Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing
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Zheng Hongxiang

Day Dream
150cm x 200cm
Oil on Canvas
2012
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Zheng Hongxiang

Evolutionary Taxonomy of Obstacles
150em x 200cm

Oil on Canvas

2012




Cheng Yong
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Go China!

2007——

2005
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2011
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1983 Born in Liaoning
2006 Graduated from Luxun Academy of Fine Art

Solo Exhibition

2010 Morning Glory — —Exhibition of Cheng Yong ,
798 Mountain Art & Frank Lin Art Center

2011 China International Gallery Exposition 2011-Young Asian Artists
Solo Shows, Beijing

Group Show

2004 Melancholy participate in the 5th Annual Youth Art Festival,
Luxun Academy of Fine Art

2004 Pond participate in the 10th annual oil painting exhibition,
Liaoning Exhibition Center

2005 All About Design and Space participate in the Biennial Chengdu Art Exhibition,
Chengdu Modern Art Museum

2005 Time Goes By participate in the 1st Annual Undergrate Artist Show,
Beijing World Art Museum

2005 Red Carpet participate in the 1st Annual Liaoning Undergraduate Artist Show,
Luxun Academy of Fine Art



2006
2006
2007

2008

2009
2009
2009

2010
2010
2011
2011

2011

2012
2012

Web and others participated in the exhibition for Luo Zhongli Art Scholarship
Interaction of Different Realms participate in the College Cup Art Exhibition

Invisible Dust paticipate in the Chinese Contemporary Masters Exhibition,

Beijing Capital Museum

Go Chinal— —Contemporary Chinese Artist,

Mountain Art & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing

North! — —Contemporary Young Artist, Weilan Art Museum, Shen Yang.

11th National Art Exhibition, at Museum of Industrial Art

10 Years of Luxun Academy of Fine Art— —Works From the Graduated Student,
Luxun Academy of Fine Art

Now Asian Artists — —2010 Busan Biennale, Busan

Emerging Artists from the North, Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing
The 5th Chengdu Bienniale, Chengdu

Made in China— —New Chinese Contemporary Art Scene,

National Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall, Tapei

Made in China-New Chinese Contemporary Art Scene,

Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing

Emerging Artists from North |, Pata Gallery, Shanghai

Emerging Artists from the North  Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing
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Cheng Yong

Ask the Tiger for its Skin
130cm x 45cm

Oil on Canvas

2011
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Cheng Yong

Converse
170cm x 130cm
Oil on Canvas
2012
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Cheng Yong

Tiger Mouth Opener
140cm x 50cm

Oil on Canvas

2012
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Cheng Yong

Pining

160cm x 95cm
Oil on Canvas
2012







Cheng Yong

Book of the Saints
130cm x170cm
Oil on Canvas
2011
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Huang JinLing

1983
2006

2006
2008
2009
2010
2012
2012



1983 Born in Mudanjiang, Heilongjiang Province
2006 Graduated from Luxun Academy of Fine Art

Exhibitions
2006 Preliminary for Beijing International Biennial, Beijing World Art Museum, Beijing
2008 La Puissance De La Femme— —Group Exhibition of Female Artists,
Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing
2009 North!——Contemporary Young Artist, Weilan Art Museum, Shen Yang
2010 Emerging artists from North, Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center, Beijing
2012 Emerging Artists from the North | Pata Gallery, Shanghai
2012 Emerging Artists from the North , Mountain Art Beijing & Frank Lin Art Center
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Huang JinLing

No. 3

Vanity No. 3
110cm x 65cm

Qil on Canvas
2010
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Huang JinLing

Blooming
160cm x 95cm
Oil on Canvas
2012
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Huang JinLing

2012. NO1

Vanity 2012 No.1
100cm x 80cm
Oil on Canvas
2012
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Huang JinLing

2012.No.2

Vanity 2012 No.2
100cm x 80cm
Oil on Canvas
2012
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2012.No.3

Vanity 2012 No.3
100cm x 80cm
Oil on Canvas
2012
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