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november 18 , 2011 – january 10, 2012

It is that sort of movable reciprocity between existence and 
inexistence … [It] is very different from the question in Hamlet. It is not 
to be or not to be,’ it is ‘to be and not to be.’ ” 
Alain Badiou 

The ‘white spaces’ indeed take on importance … like silence around … 
nothing or almost an art.” 
Mallarmé 

between silence and various degrees of presence (with flavors of 
awkwardness, humor, sex, metaphysics and poetry)

using collage to render emphatically 
a here-ness (or body)

startle with faint sighs ( like trying to say love) 
against a laugh and all the noises in between 

We need to remember the value of nothing. It’s like breathing: you 
can’t inhale all day.” 
Sam Anderson 
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Figure in Stripes Bird Watching 

2011 

oil, acrylic, masking tape and collage on canvas 

50 × 40 inches

Bird 

2011 

felt pen, oil and collage on canvas 

11 × 9.5 inches
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Aversion to Hyperbole 

2011 

oil, acrylic, oil stick and collage on canvas 

24 × 20 inches

A Supreme Conjunction with Probability 

2011 

oil, acrylic, wax paper and collage on canvas 

24 × 18 inches



Studio Photograph 

Works from the series: 

Public / Private 

2011

Public / Private 

Originated from photographs I took of centuries old 

Florentine walls ( including more recent graffiti),  

pavements, streets, manhole covers, cobblestone squares 

and floors of churches. I determine to adhere to our 

grandmother’s and mother’s motto “waste not want not.” 

Using inherited items, I glue, patch, measure, mark, 

decorate, fasten, mimic, pin, stitch, recycle … and in doing 

so, I smile, dedicate and remember.

Jo Smail 

2011



Scent of Melons 

2011 

enamel, oil, acrylic and collage on canvas 

70 × 60 inches

Lavender Lush 

2011 

oil and collage on canvas 

50 × 40 inches
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