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The first time I came face to face 
with one of Javier Aguilera’s figures, 
I was deeply affected. It happened at 
a fair in Kurfürstendamm in 2008. My 
girlfriend and I had already trudged 
past lots of exhibits, as usual, I was 
looking for new talents that make a 
difference – movers and shakers. 
But I hadn’t had much luck that day. 
Until suddenly, there was “Leftie”, 
right in front of us. I’d actually 
walked past it... but then stopped 
and went back.

“Leftie” is Javier Aguilera’s little street boy, 
sniffing glue as he looks up at you with 
pleading eyes. Bang...! The boy hit me 
right in the gut, and before I knew it, he 
was back in my gallery in Copenhagen.

It was clear from the start, though, that 
I wasn’t the only one bowled over by 
these sculptures.
 
In 2009, I was lucky enough to bring a 
number of his sculptures to Copenhagen 
and exhibited them alongside Andrew 
Nygaard’s pictures. However, another 
year passed before he had found time 
for this – his first solo exhibition in 
Denmark.

I’m proud to be exhibiting his brand 
new work in this exhibition, which also 
introduces a new side of him – draw-
ings and paintings. All the works reflect 
his curiosity. Last time he was here, we 
were having a meal in Tivoli Gardens 
when he suddenly left the table and 
disappeared. He’d seen a girl with 
purple hair and was asking if he could 
take her photograph. He does that all 
the time: He sees interesting people, 
takes their photo and includes them in 
his work.

Javier Aguilera’s figures all have a flaw 
of some kind. Some of them have been 
beaten, others have been drinking. 
Many of them have probably been on 
the wrong side of the law. Some are 
despairing and depressed, others are 
provocatively aggressive. And that’s 
how they reveal what’s concealed 
under the polished surface of society. 
And all that’s concealed is exactly what 
Gallery Poulsen wants to put firmly in 
the spotlight.

Enjoy
Morten Poulsen

A PUNCH 
IN THE NOSE

 ”Leftie”, 2008 / 127x40x26cm / Polyester resin and clothing 
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Morten Poulsen



While the youth rebellion and Women’s 
Lib were rocking the foundations of the 
old societal structures of the western 
world, the Catholic general Franco kept 
Spain in an iron grip. Everyone was 
held on a short lead and any kind of 
excess was unwelcome. That was the 
situation until the dictator’s death in 
1975.

The country’s constitution wasn’t signed 
until 1978, and then Spain began looking 
forward to a more promising future. The 
past was quickly left behind and the 
period after Franco’s death brought 
light and vitality to Spain. Working with 

forbidden and irrational subjects was 
permitted. This is clear in the work of 
film director and storyteller Pedro 
Almodóvar, whose baroque films 
feature extremely bright colours and are 
full of everything that is outside what is 
considered normal. We see drug addicts, 
mentally illness, transvestites, prostitutes, 
thugs, bull fighters, etc.

Javier Aguilera’s gallery of characters 
belong to the same family. They are 
outcasts. Wild, sad, abandoned, and 
battered. People who inhabit the 
peripheries of what we call normality 
and respectability.

OUT OF 
THE DARK
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Tom Hermansen MA (History of Art),  Art Critic 



Javier Aguilera was born in 1969 
under the brutal boot heels of general 
Franco’s rule. He grew up in Madrid, 
watching democracy take shape and 
receiving undiluted shots of newly won 
Spanish freedom and vitality directly 
into his young veins. And freedom is 
precisely what his work reflects. 
Looking east and west, he uses 
everything that catches his fancy. In 
the west, he has found artists such as 
Americans Duane Hanson and John de 
Andrea, whose sculptures in the 1960s 
reintroduced the powerfully realistic 
human figure. In the east, he has 
watched over the shoulders of 
Japanese artists, and the bubbling 
manga comic tradition is very clear, 
especially in his most recent work. He 
also draws inspiration from Spanish 
history – with Francisco Goya’s 
horrifying pictures of war and 
executions as an obvious reference.

But Javier Aguilera’s most important 
reference is the present; his eyes are 
wide with curiosity, taking in all the 
people moving around him.

He translates the energy that is the 
hallmark of his working method into his 
figures. They live in the no-man’s land 
between introverted stillness and 
extrovert confrontation. Between 
silence and noise. We never know the 
specific story, as the people reveal only 
part of the trouble. So we don’t know 
who they are fighting. Who they are 
provoking. Who they are shouting at. 
Who they are making fun of. Who they 
are playing up to.

These people are testing the limits, and 
some observers are sure to think they 
cross the line with their strong, almost 
brutal realism. You’re not sure if you 
dare lift the miniskirt to see the masked 
girl’s exposed abdomen. And you don’t 
quite know if you dare approach the dark 
and partially undressed femme fatale 
with the arrow buried deep in her side.

This titillating confrontation is the core 
of Javier Aguilera’s work. Not only in his 
sculptures but also in his drawings and 
paintings. The author Umberto Eco 
calls this the poetry of open work. In 
other words, that the interpretation 
– the experience of the work of art – 
takes place in the person standing in 
front of it. The work therefore has no 
tangible core for us to find.

the experience of art is an event that 
plays out again and again between the 
work and the individual observer. It is a 
bodily experience. In other words, your 
clash with Javier Aguilera’s bloody, 
drooling abattoir dogs is not the same 
as mine. 

The question is not so much what 
Javier Aguilera’s figures are, but what 
they do.

RAW
REALISM
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Playtime, 2010 / 80cm / resin, fiberglass and fabric

Tom Hermansen MA (History of Art),  Art Critic 



“Last night party”, 2010 / 130x64x35cm / Polychrome resin, methacrylate, fabric and hair

“Last night party”, 2010 / 
 130x64x35cm / Polychrome resin, 
 methacrylate, fabric and hair
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“Kapooowm”, 2010 / 105x60x40cm / Polychrome resin, methacrylate, fabric and hair

“Kapooowm”, 2010 / 105x60x40cm / Polychrome resin, methacrylate, fabric and hair
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“You’re in fashion Damien Hirst”, 2010 / Variable measures / Polychrome resin, steel

“Murakami puppies”, 2010 / Variable measures / Polychrome resin
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Javier Aguilera working in his studio
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“Otaku rider”, 2010 / 110x60x46cm / Mixed media



“Dog girl”, 2010 / 100x100cm / Oil on wood

JAVIER AGUILERA / OCTOBER 2010 / PAGE 16/17

“Flying bikers”, 2010 / 70x100cm / 
 Acrylic marker on paper

“Little samurai”, 2010 / 70x100cm / 
 Acrylic marker on paper

“Lovers”, 2010 / 70x100cm / 
 Acrylic marker on paper

“Old school boy”, 2010 / 70x100cm / 
 Acrylic marker on paper



“Tomiko”, 2010 / 50x40cm / Oil on canvas “Takehiko”, 2010 / 50x40cm / Oil on canvas

“Sunday morning” 2010 / 100x100cm / Oil on wood

JAVIER AGUILERA / OCTOBER 2010 / PAGE 18/19



JAVIER AGUILERA / OCTOBER 2010 / PAGE 20/21

“Biker II”, 2010 / 20x18x13cm / 
 Polychrome resin and pigmented 
 silicone 

“Biker I”, 2010 / 20x18x13cm / Polychrome resin and pigmented silicone

“Artist in residence”, 2010 / Variable measures / Polychrome clay and methacrylate



“Biker V”, 2010 / 20x18x13cm / 
 Polychrome resin and pigmented Silicone 

“Biker III”, 2010 / 20x18x13cm / 
 Polychrome resin and pigmented Silicone 

“Biker VI”, 2010 / 20x18x13cm / 
 Polychrome resin and pigmented Silicone 

“Biker VIII”, 2010 / 20x18x13cm / Polychrome resin and pigmented Silicone 

“Biker IV”, 2010 / 20x18x13cm / 
 Polychrome resin and pigmented Silicone 
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“Biker VII”, 2010 / 20x18x13cm / Polychrome resin and pigmented silicone
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Javier Aguilera’s art comes alive when you move in close 
to the figures and study them. This is one of his sculptures 
being observed at the art fair in Madrid in 2009.

“Violent City”, 2009. Resin,fiber glass and oil paint. Hight 90 cm

Javier Aguilera’s nutella girl was one of the most popular 
exhibits at Art Copenhagen in 2009. “You Only Live Once”, 
2009. Resin, fibre glass and oil paint. Height 80 cm.

“Otaku Nights”, 2009. 52 x 28 x 25 cm, mixed technic



JAVIER AGUILERA
Born 1969 in León, Spain
Raised in Madrid
Moved to Vigo 23 years ago.
Lives and works in Vigo
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CV AND
EXHIBITIONS
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“GO TOTORO GO”, 2010 / 100x100cm /   
 Oil on wood

Photographs by Enrique Touri, Morten Poulsen and Beatriz Lago

Javier Aguilera working in his studio


